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PREFACE

This series, the UNESCO Technical Papers in Marine Science, is produced by UNESCO as a
means of informing the scientific community of recent advances in oceanographic research and
on recommended research programmed and methods.

The texts in this series are prepared in co-operation with non-governmental scientific
organizations. Many of the texts result from research activities of the Scientific Committee on
Oceanic Research (SCOR) and are submitted to UNESCO for printing following final
approval by SCOR of the relevant working group report.

The systematic distribution of UNESCO Technical Papers in Marine Science is restricted to
libraries of oceanographic institutions and governmental authorities, and documentation centres.
Individual requests from specialists will, however, be examined by the Marine Information
Centre and dealt with on a selective basis. Requests for individual titles or additions to the
mailing list should be addressed to:

Marine Information Centre
UNESCO
1 rue Miollis
75732 Paris Cedex 15
France.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the UNESCO Secretariat concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries. The ideas and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
views of UNESCO.
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Abstract

A new depth-time equation for Sippican and Tsurumi-Seiki (TSK) T-7, T-6, and T-4 type
expendable bathythermographs (XBTS ) is presented based on the results of an internationally co-
ordinated set of controlled XBT-CTD comparison experiments geographically distributed over as many
different oceanic water masses as possible. A newly developed temperature-error-free method is applied
to the data set to obtain the time-depth pairs necessary for the calculation of the individual depth-time
equations by the method of least squares. The accuracies in depth were found in general to be outside of
the manufacturers’ specified accuracies. The mean depth-error for the T-7 type of probe was found to be
about +25m at 750m, whereas the manufacturers’ depth-accuracy specification at 750m is only ±15m.
Since the T-4/T-6 and the T-7 data sets were found not to be statistically different at the 95% confidence
level, a unique new Sippican-TSK T-4/T-6/T-7 depth-time equation, whose coefficients are the means of
the individual depth-time equation coefficients, is given (at a 95% confidence level) by:

Z= (6.691 ± 0.021) t - (2.25+ 0.30) 10-3 t2,
where Z is the new corrected XBT depth in metres at the elapsed time t in seconds. It replaces the
manufacturers’ equation ( zm= 6.472 t -22.16 10-3 t2). The new equation reduces the mean depth-errors to
less than ±lm in the range 0-800m. However the individual scatter of the probes is much larger than the
manufacturers’ specifications. The observed scatter at 3 standard deviations (99.7%) is approximately
±10m at 100m and ± 25m at 800m. The relationship between the scatter of the individual quadratic
depth-time equation coefficients and the depth-error is discussed. It is shown that depth-differences
between respective depth-time equations can be small, even if the two coefficients of the equations have
apparently very different values. The effect of the region, of the onboard equipment or of the
manufacturer, is also discussed and generally found not to be statistically significant, i.e. smaller than the
above probe to probe scatter. An approximate linear correction formula is determined for correcting
(with a maximum error of ±0.lm) the depths recorded using the manufacturers’ original depth-time
equation (zm). It is given by : Zl = 1.0336 Zm.

Until an international mechanism is established to implement the general use of the new
equation, it is of the utmost importance not to use the new T-4/T-6/T-7 equation when archiving or
exchanging XBT data. The mixing of data in the data archives must be absolutely avoided.

. . .
111
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Résumé

Ce rapport présente une nouvelle équation profondeur-temps applicable aux modèles T-7, T-6 et
T-4 de bathythermographes largables (XBT) de Sippican et Tsurumi-Seiki (TSK). Celle-ci s’appuie sur les
résultats d’un ensemble coordonné à  l’échelle international d’expériences de comparaisons contrôlées de
sondes XBT-CTD, entreprises  dans le plus grand nombre possible de masses d’eau océaniques. On
applique à la série de données une nouvelle méthode éliminant toute possibilité d’erreur de température pour
obtenir les paires temps-profondeur nécessaires pour le calcul des différentes équations profondeur-temps
par la méthode des moindres carrés. On a constaté qu’en ce qui concerne la profondeur, la précision était en
général inférieure à  celle indiqutée dans les specifications de l’appareil. Pour le modéle T-7, l’erreur
moyeme était d’environ + 25 m à 750 m, alors que pour la même profondeur, la précision indiquée par le
fabricant était de ± 15 m. Etant donné que, statistiquement parlant, on n’a pas observé de différences entre
les séries de données des modèles T-4/T-6 et T-7, pour un coefficient de confiance de 9590, on propose une
toute nouvelle équation profondeur-temps pour les modèles T-4/T-6/T-7 de Sippican-TSK, dent les
coefficients sont les moyennes des différents coefficients de l'équation profondeur-temps (coefficient de
confiance 95 %), qui s’exprime comme suit:

Z = (6,691 ± 0,021) t - (2,25 ± 0,30) 10-3t2,

où Z est la nouvelle profondeur corrigée en mètres pour un temps t en secondes. Elle remplace l'équation
utilisée par le fabricant (Zm= 6,472t -2,16 10-3 t2). Avec la nouvelle équation, l’erreur moyenne, pour les
profondeurs enregistrées, est inféieure à ± 1 m entre 0 et 800m. Toutefois, au niveau de chaque sonde, la
dispersion est beaucoup plus importante que celle indiquée dans les specifications des appareils. La
dispersion observée pour trois écarts-types (99,7%) est approximativement de ± 10m à 100m et ± 25m à
800 m, La relation entre la dispersion des différents coefficients quadratiques de l'équation profondeur-
temps et l’erreur de profondeur fait l’objet d’un examen. On montre que les differences relatives à la
profondeur entre les équations profondeur-temps respective peuvent être mineures, même si les deux
coefficients des équations ont apparemment des valeurs très différentes. L’influence de la région, du
matériel utilisé à bord ou du fabricant fait également l’objet d’un examen d’où il ressort qu’elle n’est
généralement pas significative d’un point de vue statistique, c’est-à-dire qu’elle est inférieure à la dispersion
observée ci-dessus d’une sonde à l’autre. On a déterminé une formule de correction linéaire approximative
pour corriger (avec une erreur maximale de ± 0,1 m) les profondeurs enregistrées en utilisant l’équation
profondeur-temps initiale appliquée par le fabricant (Zm). Cette formule est la suivante: Z1= l,0336zm.

Tant qu’un mécanisme international ne sera pas mis en place pour généraliser l’utilisation de la
nouvelle équation mise au point pour les modèles T-4/T-6/T-7, il est de la plus haute importance de ne pas
appliquer celle-ci lors de l’archivage ou de l’échange des données XBT. Il faut absolument éviter le mélange
des données dans les archives.
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Resumen

Se presenta una nueva ecuación profundidad-tiempo para batitermógrafos desechables (XBT) de tipo
T-7, T-6 y T-4 Sippican y Tsurumi-Seiki (TSK), a partir de los resultados de un conjunto, coordinado en el
plano international, de experimentos de comparación con XBT-CTD controlados, distribuidos
geográficamente en el mayor número posible de masas de agua oceánicas distintas. Se aplica al conjunto de
datos un método sin errores de temperatura que acaba de elaborarse, a fin de obtener los pares tiempo-
profundidad necesarios para el Cálculo de las ecuaciones individuals profundidad-tiempo con el método de
los rnínimos cuadrados. Se comprob6 que por lo general las precisiones de profundidad no correspondían a
las precisiones especificadas por Ios fabricantes. Se descubrió que el error medio de profundidad para el
tipo de sonda T-7 es de +25 m a 750 m, mientras que la especificación de precisión de profundidad de los
fabricantes a 750 m es de Sólo ±15 m. Como se comprob6óque no había diferencia estadística, con un
coeficiente de conflanza de 95%, entre los conjuntos de datos de T-4/T-6 y Ios de T-7, la nueva ecuación
única profundidad-tiempo para T-4/T-6/T-7 Sippican-TSK, cuyos coeficientes son las medias de cada
ecuación individual profundidad-tiempo, se expresa asi (con un nivel de confianza de 95%):

Z= (6,691 ± 0,021) t - (2,25 ± 0,30) 10-3 t2,
siendo Z la nueva profundidad corregida del XBT, en metros, en el tiempo transcurrido t, en segundos. Esta
ecuación sustituye a la de los fabricantes (zm = 6,472 t - 2,16 10-3 t2). La nueva ecuación reduce los
errores de profundidad medios a menos de ±1 m en el intervalo 0-800 m. Sin embargo, la dispersion
individual de las ondas es muy superior a 10 señalado en las especificaciones de los fabricantes. La
dispersión observada en 3 desviaciones, estándar (99,7%) es de ±10 m a 100 m y ±25 m a 800 m,
aproximadamente. Se estudia la relación entre la dispersión de los coeficientes de la ecuación individual de
segundo grado profundidad-tiempo y el error de profundidad. Se muestra que las diferencias de profundidad
entre las respectivas ecuaciones profundidad-tiempo pueden ser escasas, aun cuando los valores de los dos
coeficientes de las ecuaciones sean aparentemente muy distintos. Se examinan también las incidencias de la
región, del equipo a bordo y del fabricante, mostràndose que por 10 general no son estadíticamente
importances, esto es, son inferiors a la dispersión entre sonda y sonda señalada anteriormente. Se deterrnina
una fórmula de corrección lineal aproximada (con un error máximo de ±0,l m) para corregir las
profundidades registradas con la ecuación profundidad-tiempo (zm) original de los fabricantes. La fórmula
se expresa así: Z1 = l,0336zm.

Es sobremanera importante que, mientras no se haya establecido un mecanismo international para
generalizar el uso de la nueva ecuación, no se utilice la nueva ecuación T-4/T-6/T-7 al archivar ο
intercambiar datos de XBT. Debe evitarse a toda costa la mezcla de datos en los archivos de datos.
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1. Introduction

In recent times expendable oceanographic probes, in particular expendable bathythermographs
(XBTs), have been a significant component of many large scale oceanographic research programmed,
such as the Tropical Ocean Global Atmosphere (TOGA) Programme and the World Ocean Circulation
Experiment (WOCE). These types of probes can be launched whilst underway from ships-of-opportunity,
such as merchant vessels, enabling large scale repeated coverage of the major ocean basins. As the
importance of the ocean’s role in the climate system has become increasingly acknowledged, so has the
need to observe and monitor the variability of the major components of the ocean related to the climate
system. This is being successfully achieved through the use of expendable probes. These probes will no
doubt be heavily relied upon in future operational oceanographic programmed such as the proposed
Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS).

Although the achieved accuracies of XBTs were sufficient for most earlier studies, the relatively
small changes induced in the ocean by climate change and interannual variability have resulted in a
growing need to utilise these instruments to the limits of their accuracies. This has inevitably led to a
number of studies on the specified accuracies of the instruments.

The possibility of an error in the depth-time equation for XBTs was first reported by Flierl and
Robinson (1977). The depth of the XBT at any particular instant is not directly measured, but is inferred
from an assumed fall rate of the probe. As most studies involve the merging of XBT and conductivity-
temperature-depth (CTD) sensor data, any apparent systematic differences between the depths of
isotherms obtained by XBTs and CTDs in the same area may create a biased representation of the
temperature fields. When CTD and XBT measurements are conducted along an observational transect, a
pseudo-undulation of the isotherms appears in the vertical temperature cross-section. This is due to the
depth error in the XBT data, and its existence has already been pointed out by several authors (e.g., Flier]
and Robinson, 1977; Seaver and Kuleshov, 1982; Heinmiller et al., 1983). Several investigators have
since estimated revised depth-time (fall rate) equations for the XBT using a number of different
techniques (McDowell, 1977; Heinmiller et al., 1983; Green, 1984; Hanawa and Yoritaka, 1987; Henin,
1989; Gould, 1990; Singer, 1990; Sy and Ulrich, 1990; Hanawa and Yoshikawa, 1991; Hallock and
Teague, 1992, Hanawa and Yasuda, 1992). In addition, Green (1984) provides a detailed description of
the hydrodynamics of XBTs.

The Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IGOSS) Task Team on Quality Control for
Automated Systems (TT/QCAS) initiated an international effort, by dedicated TOGA and WOCE
scientists within the team who work with XBT data, to conduct further XBT/CTD comparison tests
under controlled experimental conditions. The aim was to address some of the ambiguities of the earlier
studies, and to develop accurate new equations for universal use in the community. The probes evaluated
were the commonly used Sippican and Tsurumi-Seiki (TSK) T-7 (760m), T-6 (460m) and T-4 (460m)
types of XBT, all of which use the same manufacturers’ depth-time equation. The co-investigators’ initial
individual results can be found in a report of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (1992).
The individual new depth-time equations were generally very similar. It was therefore decided to
combine all data sets collected by the co-investigators, and to apply the best available depth-error
estimation technique (a modification of the independently developed temperature-error-free method of
Hanawa and Yasuda, 1992, and of Rual, 1991). This is the focus of the present study.

New depth-time equations are calculated independently for both the T-7 and T-4/T-6 types of
XBTs to check for possible differences in the fall rate characteristics of the different types of probes.
Then a new unique reference depth-time equation for the combined data set is determined. The possible
influences on the fall rates by different water masses, onboard recording equipment, and probe
manufacturers are also examined. The scatter of the fall rates is compared to the manufacturers’
specifications. A review is made of the results obtained by previous investigators, and their results are
compared to the new depth-time equation. Finally, the necessity for evaluations of the other types of
probes and recommendations for the use of new depth-time equations are discussed.

1
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2. XBT/CTD Comparison Experiment

2.1 Probe   types and manufacturers

The results presented in this paper apply to Sippican or TSK T-7 (760m), T-6 and T-4 (460m)
models of XBT probes, all of which use the same manufacturers’ depth-time equation. The nose cones of
the T-4 and T-6 XBTs are manufactured heavier than those of the T-7 to match the T-7 in overall weight
(more wire on the probe spool), in fall rate characteristics , and hence in the depth-time equation. Since
the only difference between the T-6 and T-4 types of XBT is the amount of wire on the ship spool so as
to allow the T-4 probe to be dropped from faster vessels, these two types of probes are not distinguished
between for this study. XBTs made by TSK, manufactured under a Sippican licence, should be identical
to the original Sippican probes. Some Sippican Deep Blues (760m) were also tested, but as their probes
are identical to the probes of the T-7, they are not distinguished between for this study and hereafter will
be considered as T-7.

2.2 Locations and descriptions of the data sets

Between 1985 and 1992, XBT/CTD comparison experiments were independently carried out by
five institutions and by one manufacturer (see Table 1). The comparison data were classified according
to the type of XBT, type of data recorder, experimental site location and date of the experiment. These
data sets are given individual identifiers. For example, C7A is the first data set collected by CSIRO using
T-7 probes. For the present analysis, a total of 161 T-7 and 211 T-4/T-6 profiles were collected by these
institutions.

In Fig. 1 are shown the locations where the XBT/CTD comparison experiments were conducted.
Temperature-salinity (T-S) relationships, extracted from climatological data (Levitus, 1982), are
displayed in Fig. 2 for each region. An hundred-metre mark has been added to each curve to show the
extent of the surface waters. The non-shaded area represents the open-waters T-S field of the World
Ocean, it is limited by the salinity extrema found in the Levitus Atlas (1982) between 50m and 800m,
and between 30 and 39 psu. The surface levels and the extreme salinities have been excluded as they may
not be representative of the open ocean; they may be ‘polluted’ by ice melt, heavy rainfall, river outflow
or evaporation in semi-closed gulfs.”

It can be concluded that the comparison data used in the present study are distributed over
various oceans and accordingly cover various water masses (S = 34 to 37 psu, T = 5°C to 30°C). The
comparison experiments were made in several different regions so as to specifically assess the possible
influence of the density and viscosity structures on the XBT fall rate (Seaver and Kuleshov, 1982). Only
open ocean conditions have been sampled. Extreme oceanic conditions such as the Arctic and Antarctic
oceans, the Red Sea, the Baltic Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, were not included due to lack of
opportunity to obtain measurements in these areas.

2.3 Experimental procedures

The controlled experimental procedures are as follows:

All XBT data are evaluated relative to a field standard, the conductivity-temperature-depth
(CTD) profiler (Table 1). Generally, the CTD profilers were calibrated before and after each voyage of
the research vessels involved, and the calibration results were applied to the CTD data before analysis.
Therefore CTD data errors are at least an order of magnitude smaller than XBT data errors and, for this
study, will be considered as negligible.

A number of different digital XBT recorders were used to collect the XBT data (Table 1). Each
XBT recorder underwent a calibration check before and after each voyage. No strip chart recorders were
used for this experiment as this type of recorder may include additional depth-errors in the readings due
to variations in the speed of the chart-roller mechanism.

2
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Table 1 Summary by region of the CTD-XBT comparison experiments for T-7 XBTs (Table la), T-4/T-6 XBTs
(Table lb). Field areas are shown on Fig. 1. Columns 3, 4 and 5 indicate, respectively, the number of probes
launched, the number of temperature profiles having a certain number of’good’ depth-differences: at least 1/3 or 2/3
of the maximum number of depth-differences (27 for T-7 and 15 for T-4/T-6, see Eq. 3 in step 3 of the method). The
last 9 columns are respectively: i) the mean A and B coefficients of the regional depth-time equations; ii) the
maximum absolute depth-error (in metres and in percentage) to the reference T-4/T-6/T-7 equation (9), down to
800m (T-7) or to 450m (T-4/T-6); iii) the correlation coefficient between A and B; iv) the standard deviations of the
mean and of the individual coefficients.

T A

9
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LOCATIONS OF XBT/CTD COMPARISONS
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Figure 1. Locations where the CTD-XBT comparison experiments were conducted (See also Table la and
1 b.). The dashed line at 5°S in the western Pacific shows the limit between the wep and swtp data sets.
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Figure 2. Temperature-salinity (T-S) diagrams from climatological data (Levitus, 1982). Curves 1 to 9
represent the field areas of the comparison experiment (see Fig. 1 and Table 1). A hundred-metre mark has been
added to each curve. The shaded area limits the T-S field of the world’s open oceans defined by the salinity extrema
found in the Levitus Atlas: between 50m and 800m and between 30 and 39 psu.
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A “side by side” XBT/CTD comparison was the main improvement in the field procedures used
in this study compared to most of the previous investigators’ studies. As far as possible, XBTs were
dropped during the descent of the CTD so that, at least at some depth, the instruments were coincident in
depth. This was in attempt to eliminate as much as possible depth-differences due to temperature-field
variations in time or space (e.g. internal waves). Generally, XBTs were dropped within 10-15 minutes of
the start of descent of the CTD, for the coincidence to be within the thermocline. Previous investigators
had not necessarily compared XBTs that were as close in time as possible (or indeed at precisely the
same location) to the CTD.

3. Temperature-Error-Free Method to Calculate an XBT Depth-Time Equation

Provided that the onboard XBT equipment is working correctly, it is considered that there are
two main error-sources in XBT data: i) Depth-errors due to an inaccurate depth-time equation for the fall
rate of the probes; ii) Temperature errors due to the scatter of thermistor responses and inaccuracies in
the conversion of thermistor resistance to temperature. In this study we will only examine the depth-
errors associated with inaccuracies in the fall rate equation.

For a given type of probe, the depth-time equation provided by the XBT manufacturers is of the
form:

Zm = amt - bmt2 (1)

where zm is the depth and t is the elapsed time in seconds starting when the probe hits the surface; am and
bm are positive constants. The linear coefficient is a function of the hydrodynamic characteristics of the
probe in the water, while the quadratic coefficient is a function of the change in mass of the probe
(unreeling of the wire) and of the change with depth of the water characteristics (density and viscosity
gradients; see Green, 1984).

3.1. The Method

Hanawa and Yoritaka   (1
error-free method for determini

987) and Hanawa and Yoshikawa (1991) first developed a temperature-
g errors in the depth-time equation. The essence of the method is that

comparison to the field standard should be made not for the absolute temperature profiles but for the
temperature gradient profiles. This is because temperature errors are directly related to depth errors, and
bias-like temperature errors can be eliminated by using the temperature gradient information.

The detection method adopted for the depth-error in the present analysis is an extension of this
method. It was first independently developed by Hanawa and Yasuda (1992) and Rual (1991), and is
further simplified and modified here for better accuracy. In this section, each step of the procedure is
described and general remarks are made on the technique.

3.1.1 Procedures-for depth-error detection

The detection procedures used in the present analysis for obtaining depth-errors are as follows:

- step 1, One metre-interval data : The one metre-interval data are calculated using a linear interpolation
scheme for both raw CTD and XBT temperature data. Here, the CTD pressure is converted into depth by
using the approximate equation (2) of Hanawa and Yoritaka (1987), calculated for a sigma-t of 27.5:

zctd= 0.993 pctd (2)

where zctd is the CTD depth in metres and pctd is the CTD pressure in decibars. The XBT depths, zm, are
calculated using the depth-time equation provided by the XBT manufacturer(1)
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Figure 3. Explanatory picture of the detection method adopted to determine the XBT depth-error (adapted
from Hanawa and Yasuda, 1992). See section 3.1.1, step 4,in the text for details. In this figure, only three
examples are shown. Since the area has its minimum value in Case 2, its shifted CTD central depth is the actual
depth of the reference central XBT point, and its depth-shift(+10m) is regarded as the depth correction of the XBT
data.
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- step 2, Filtering: The raw XBT and CTD data inevitably contain vertically small-scale geophysical and
instrumental noise (e.g. spikes). Therefore, before applying the actual detection procedures, two filters
are applied to the raw data (Rual, 1989): i) a non-linear Median filter known to eliminate completely the
spikes in a signal, ii) a low-pass linear cosine Harming filter to smooth out the small scale noise.

In the present analysis, a 7-point Median filter without threshold logic is adopted. This filter can
eliminate the spikes which consist of up to 3 data points (width of 2m; see Sy, 1985; or Brock, 1986, for
details). After application of the Median filter, a simple 3-point Harming filter, with weights of 1/4, 1/2,
1/4, is applied 9 times, equivalent to a more sophisticated 1 l-point Harming filter applied once. As a
result, small-scale undulations with wavelengths less than about 5m are also eliminated with a minimum
of transfer to longer wavelengths (see Blackman and Tukey, 1958, for details).

- step 3, Calculation of temperature gradient: Temperature gradients (hereafter TG) are calculated every
metre from both filtered CTD and XBT data.

- step 4, Detection of actual depth: Reference XBT depths are defined at fixed XBT-depth intervals (i.e.
at fixed elapsed times from the surface). For each of these reference XBT depths a fixed length depth-
window defines a segment on the XBT temperature gradient (XBT-TG) profile. A corresponding depth-
window, initially centred on the same depth, is shifted up and down along the CTD-TG profile until the
area between the CTD and XBT segments of the temperature gradient profiles is minimised (see Fig. 3).
The central depth of the shifted CTD segment, which gives the minimum value of the area, can be
regarded as the actual depth of the reference XBT central point. The depth-shift of the CTD segment is
the corresponding depth-correction. Therefore the elapsed time of the reference XBT central point can
then be paired with its actual CTD depth to provide the corrected XBT depth-time data necessary for the
calculation of the fall-rate equation in the next step.

In the present analysis, the depth-window is 50m wide, and its shifting range is from 30m above
the central depth to 50m below it, by lm steps. The estimates of the XBT actual depths are made at 25m
intervals from 100m to the maximum depth (zM). At less than 10Om, the temperature gradient is often
very constant, or rapidly varying with internal waves leading to too many errors in the estimation. Thus,
nM, the maximum possible number of depth-time pairs (or of depth-differences) determined for a given
profile is:

n M 

= 1 + (zM - 100)/25 (3)

This procedure can be “automated, but a visual quality control of the depth-difference profiles is
required in order to eliminate non-coherent depth-differences due to problems in the temperature profiles
themselves.

3.1.2 Procedures for the calculation of the deph-time equation’s coefficients

- step 5, Estimation of individual depth-time equations: After the visual elimination of the non-coherent
depth-differences and of their corresponding depth-time pair, the individual ai and bi coefficients for
each profile are then determined by the method of least squares from the remaining corrected depth-time
pairs:

I the present analysis, coefficients calculated for profiles with less than 2/3 of nM (3) have been
eliminated. This elimination of the ai and bi calculated from an inadequate number of depth-time pairs is
necessary to ensure the accuracy of the individual coefficients by providing a sufficient depth range,
especially important for the b coefficient which characterises the curvature of the profile.

- step 6, Estimation of the new depth-time equation: Using the coefficients ai and bi from the profiles
with a sufficient number of ‘good’ depth-time pairs, the mean coefficients, A and B, are calculated:

Z = At - Bt2 where A = mean (a i), B = mean (bi) (5)
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3.1.3 Remarks on the present method

In Hanawa and Yoritaka (1987) and Hanawa and Yoshikawa (1991), temperature gradient
extrema have been chosen as markers to detect depth-differences. In that case, it is relatively difficult to
evenly distribute the data points from the surface to the bottom of the profile. This is because the
existence of the extrema completely depends on the characteristic shapes of the temperature profiles. On
the other hand, the present method can be applied to any temperature profile irrespective of the existence
of extrema, and the data points are evenly distributed over the whole depth range. The only restriction is
that the vertical temperature gradient must not be constant but has to change, at least slightly, within the
search range of step 4, in order to allow determination of a depth-shift minimizing the area between the
XBT and CTD temperature gradient profiles.

In Hanawa and Yasuda (1992), after the depth-error detection in step 4, there was an additional
step to recalculate the XBT time matching a given true XBT depth. In addition, three more steps and an
iteration were necessary after the calculation of the tentative revised equation before the determination of
the final equation. The main difference between their method and our method is that their revised
equations were calculated by a least square fit to the whole set of depth-time pairs calculated from all the
profiles. They did not take into account the fact that all the depth-time pairs of a given profile are related
by a relationship expressed by a depth-time equation specific of the profile (or by the coefficients ai and
bi).

Another advantage of the present method is the easy addition of new data sets to a previous
estimate of the mean,4 and B coefficients. Since the coefficients of (5) are the mean of all the individual
coefficients, to add a new data set is simply to calculate the mean coefficients of the new data set (steps 1
to 5) and to take the weighted mean of the two estimates.

Thus this newly adopted method is simpler and more accurate than the previous method. It is
more automatic, and demands only visual inspection of the depth-difference profiles to flag the depth-
time pairs (step 4). However, the new method does also occasionally fail to detect depth-differences
when the temperature gradient is constant in a section of the profile, or when the XBT temperature
profile has features not matched by the CTD profile.

3.2 Depth-error distribution on the plane of the a and b coefficients

3.2.1 The a-b plane: maximum depth-error isolines

As shown in Hanawa and Yasuda (1992), it is possible to determine for a given depth range
(depending upon the probe type) the maximum absolute depth-difference between a reference depth-time
equation (coefficients A and B) and any other depth-time equation (coefficients a and b). As fully
described in Appendix 1, this maximum depth-error is not always located at the same depth, hence a
maximum relative depth-error may be a better representation. However, this relative error can be
maximum at the surface, where the absolute depth-error is zero. The best representation may therefore be
the maximum absolute depth-error expressed as a relative depth-error (i.e. divided by its depth).

Isolines of all these depth-errors can be calculated and plotted on a plane defined by the a and b
coefficients of all the depth-time equations (called hereafter the a-b plane). Examples of such plots, and
how to calculate them, are given in Appendix 1. Two lines related to these isolines, the transfer line and
the discontinuity line (which are defined in the same appendix), divide the a-b plane into four sectors
where the maximum depth-error differs by its type or its depth and sign. In two of the sectors (upper-left
and lower-right) the depth of the maximum error is constant, whilst in the other two sectors it is variable
within a certain depth-range. The only zero-error point on the a-b plane is the reference AB point. Along
the discontinuity line the variation of the depth-error is at a minimum, due to the fact that the depth-error
curve is more or less symmetrical about the zero-error axis (Fig. Al.1, curve 4).

Therefore the isolines define a central area, elongated along the discontinuity line, where the
maximum depth-error is small even when the a and b coefficients are largely different from those of the
reference equation. Hence, if the coefficients of individual profiles or individual data subsets are
distributed within this depth-error region, the error may be within the instrumental noise and a unique
depth-time equation can be computed.
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Thus, by using the a-b plane, one can: z’) see at a glance whether or not an ab point is within the
manufacturer’s specification, ii) determine its maximum depth-error, iii) depending upon the sector,
determine the error type and the depth of the maximum error.

3.2.2 Statistics on the a-b plane

The individual ab points, calculated in step 5, can be considered as samples of two correlated
quasi-normal variables (see again Appendix l). The confidence interval of such a bi-variate normal
distribution is represented by an ellipse centred on the mean AB point (Fig. Al .5), and its equation is a
function of the correlation coefficient r between a and b and of the standard deviations of each variable.
In order to know the confidence level of the area enclosed by an ellipse of n standard deviations, one
must refer to tables of the cumulative bi-variate normal density function (i.e. Owen, 1962) however, if n
and r are high enough, the confidence levels are close to those of a single normal variable. Hereafter
these ellipses will be called the ‘individual’ statistical ellipses.

The statistical distribution and the confidence interval of the mean AB point can moreover be
represented by a ‘mean’ statistical ellipse (using the standard error of the mean). It has the same
confidence level as the ‘individual’ ellipse, and its axes have the same directions as the axes of the
corresponding ‘individual’ ellipse, but they are divided by the square-root of the number of points used to
calculate that mean. The ‘mean’ ellipse is, in fact, the probable area where the actual mean lies, so it can
be considered as the actual ‘size’ of the calculated mean point.

4. New Depth-Time Equation for T-7 XBTs

4.1 Quality control of the data

Mechanical application of the detection procedures described in the previous subsection will be
adequate only for ideal XBT/CTD comparison data. Actual XBT data sometimes include imperfections
due to problems such as bowing and wire stretching (see Bailey et al., 1989 and 1994; Sy 1991). In
addition, temperature profiles themselves are sometimes inappropriate for comparison, especially if there
are no change at all in the temperature gradients such as those associated with some very well mixed
isothermal layers, etc. Therefore, an inspection of the comparison data for imperfections is required. In
this subsection, examples will be shown to demonstrate the effect of such problems on the procedures.

Figure 4 shows three typical examples of XBT/CTD comparisons: 07A16, C7B08 and T7A03.
Generally, the temperature gradient profiles of the CTD and XBT correspond well to each other, for
example 07A 16. On the other hand, C7B08 is an example obviously affected by a bias-like temperature
error, but the temperature gradient profiles of the XBT and CTD nevertheless correspond well to each
other. Example T7A03 not only includes a bias-like temperature error, but is probably also influenced by
wire stretching and/or wire insulation penetration type defects, most obvious around 600m. Therefore,
the XBT temperature gradient profile does not correspond well to that of the CTD data, especially below
350m. The XBT depth-error profile of 07A16 is seen to be monotonically increasing from -2m at 100m
to -22m at 750m, whilst C7B08 is almost monotonically increasing from -1 m at 10Om to -22m at 700m.
This example shows that, as already mentioned, this method can reasonably detect the depth-difference
even for XBT data having bias-like temperature errors. On the other hand, although T7A03 shows a
plausible profile from 10Om to 350m, it largely deviates and scatters in the depth-error profile from 400m
downward. In this case, such non-coherent deviations in the depth-difference data (marked by stars in the
figures) are manually discarded at the end of step 4 before the estimation of the individual equation in
step 5.
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In addition to the examples shown in Fig. 4, the detection of the depth-error sometimes failed
when the surface mixed layer was deeper than 100m. In such a case, the depth-difference data are also
manually discarded after a visual inspection of the depth-difference profile. Due to the overall coherence
of the depth-error profile, it is in general not difficult to determine which depth-difference data should be
discarded from, or included in the analysis.

4.2 Calculation of the new depth-time equation for T-7 XBTs

The Sippican-TSK depth-time equation for T-7 XBTs (and for T-4/T-6 XBTs) is:

Zm 

= 6.472t - 0.002] 6t2 (6)

By using the detection method described, the depth-difference data were estimated for 161 T-7
XBT profiles (see Table la). After examination of the depth-difference profiles, five of the T-7 XBTs
were completely discarded from the analysis due to a general mismatch between the CTD and XBT
profiles as a result of XBT malfunctions, etc.

The depth-time equations were calculated (step 5) for each individual T-7 profile, and the AT and
B7 coefficients of the new depth-time equation obtained (step 6) by calculating the mean of the individual
ai, bi coefficients belonging to the ‘good’ profiles (profiles with 18 to 27 ‘good’ depth-differences, i.e.
profiles with a minimum of 2/3 of nM, the maximum number of depth-differences calculated for T-7
probes, see (3) in step 3). Out of 156 individual ai, bi coefficients, 125 met that criterion. The new depth-
time equation for the T-7 probes is estimated as:

. Z7 

= 6.701 t - 0.00238# ( 7 )

As a and b were found to be quasi-normally distributed variables, their standard deviations can
be calculated (see Table 1 a). The confidence intervals for the individual ai and bi and for the mean A7

and B7 coefficients, at a confidence level of 95°/0, are:

a 7 = 6.701 ± 0.260 b7 = 0.00238± 0.00182
A7 = 6.701 ± 0.023 B7 = 0.00238 ± 0.00016

4.3 T-7  proobes  on  the a-b plane

The T-7 a-b plane, centred on the reference AB7 point (see equation 7), is presented in Fig. 5 for
a maximum depth of 800m. Even though the manufacturers’ rated depth is 760m for the T-7 probe, the T-
7 probe’s actual maximum depth is very often over 800m (compared to the actual CTD depth). The cloud
of the 125 individual T-7 ab points used to calculate the coefficients of (7) are also shown. As the a and
b can be considered as correlated bi-variate quasi-normal variables with a correlation coefficient of 0.85,
the ‘individual’ 1, 2, 3 standard deviation ellipses (see Appendix 1) have confidence levels close to 58%
(and not 68% as for an independent variable), 95% and 99.7% respectively. One can see that the
‘individual’ 1-standard deviation ellipse is close to the ±5m isoline, and the ‘individual’ 2-standard
deviation ellipse is within the ±2% isoline, so the maximum depth-error for the T-7 probes is not very far
from the manufacturers’ specifications when using the new equation (7) (the manufacturers’
specifications are ±5m or ±2% of the depth, whichever is the greatest). But this is not true for the depth-
error at all depths, as will be demonstrated later. The ‘size’ of the mean AB7 point with a confidence level
of 95% is given by the small two standard-error-of-the-mean ellipse.

The abm point of the manufacturers’ equation is well outside the cloud of observed ab points, at 3
‘individual’ standard deviations from the reference AB7 point, in a sector where the maximum depth-error
is: -25m (from equation Al.8 in Appendix ) or -3. 15% (Al .27) at a depth of 800m.
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Figure 5. T-7 XBT probes on the a-b plane of the new T-7 equation (Eq. 7, reference AB7 point marked by an * at
the center of the ellipses: A7= 6.701, B7 

= 0.00238, see Appendix 1 and Table 1 for full explanations):
i) The crosses are the 125 individual T-7 ab points used to calculate the coefficients of new equation (7).
ii) The maximum absolute depth-error isolines (dotted lines) are calculated down to 800m (±5m is not

labelled for clarity). The solid lines represent the same error expressed in percentage of its depth. Along the
discontinuity line of the dotted isolines (not drawn, see Fig. Al .2), the depth of the first derivative error is 278m. It is
340m along the discontinuity line of the solid isolines (not drawn, see Fig. Al .4).

iii) The dashed ellipses are the individual 1, 2, 3 standard deviation ellipses, their confidence levels are,
respectively, 58°/0 (and not 680/0), 95°/0 and 99.7°/0. The small central solid line ellipse is the 2 standard-error-of the-
mean ellipse of the mean AB7 point. See Table 1 a for details.

iv) The manufacturer’s equation abm point is marked by an X (Sippican). Its maximum depth-error is the
deepest error: -25m or -3. 15% at the depth of 800m.
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Figure 6. T-4/T-6  XBT probes on the a-b plane of the new T-4/T-6 equation (Eq. 8, reference AB46 point
marked by an * at the center of the ellipses: A46 = 6.683, B46 

= 0.00215), (the scales of that figure are twice the
scales of Fig. 5, therefore the area shown is 4 times greater):

z) The circles are the 160 individual T-4/T-6 ab points used to calculate the coefficients of the new
equation. (8).

ii) The maximum absolute depth-error isolines down to 450m are equivalent to those in Fig. 5. Along the
discontinuity lines the depth of the first derivative error is 153m (dotted isolines), or 189m (solid isolines).

iii) The ellipses have the same meaning as in Fig. 5 (see Table lb for details).
iv) The maximum depth-error of the manufacturer’s abm point (X) is the deepest error: -15m or -3.240/o at

the depth of 450m.
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Figure 7 Standard deviation ellipses on the a-b plane of the T-4/T-6 and T-7 mean A, B coefficients (the b
scale is 3 times smaller than in Fig. 5): i) The outside dashed ellipses and the large solid ellipse are respectively the
T-4/T-6 and T-7 ‘individual’ 2-standard deviation ellipses of Figs. 5 and 6. ii) The small intersecting dashed and
solid ellipses are the 1, 2, 3 standard-error-of-the-mean ellipses for, respectively, the T-4/T-6 and the T-7 ab points.

Table 2 Summary by region, or manufacturer, of the CTD-XBT comparison experiments for the combined data set
of T-4/T-6/T-7 XBTs. Field areas are shown on Fig. 1. Same columns as in Table 1 except that the individual data
sets have been grouped together, and that column 4 of Table 1 has been removed.

Regional & Number ‘Gcmd’ Probe Field Experiments XBT CTD
Manufacturer’s

A B Maximum Collel. G* o~ Oa o~
of Profiles Types & recorder

Data sets
profiler Deptb-emor c’xf

Pcotiles 2/3n~ Manuf, Date I [nstimtion 10.5 meue I “/. AB [0.3 10.5 10.3 1(3.5

Mmufacturem,  Equation  (6) : 6,472 216 -25.9 -3.24

NW Pac. (nnp,  1) 54 50 T67  Tsk 1985-87-89 TOHOKU ORI NB Illb 6.669 223 -2 .4  -0 .30  0 .87 22 22 154 154
1991-92 Zw-11

NW Trop.Pac. (nwp,  2) 9 9 T7 Tsk 1987 TOHOKU Oflt NB Illb 6 .652 201
w  Equat.P’lc.  (w<p,  4 )

-1 .6  -0 .30  0 .78
101 70 T47  Si.

20 27 61 81
1989-91-92 ORSTOM Argos SBE-9 6.662 201

SW TroP.Pac. (swrp, 5) 76 57
-0 .9  -0 .22  0 ,89 26 46 221 388

T467  Si, 1989-91-92 ORSTOM Argos SBE-9
Tasman Sea

6.694
(6)

249
12 6 T7 Si. 1989

-3 .4  -0 .42  0 .84 23 37 170 280
CSIRO Mk-9 NB 6.747 200 10.9 1 .36  0 .84 69 38 169 93

SE Indian (sei, 3) 21 13 T7 Si. 1987 CSIRO Mk-9 NB 6.666 224 -3 .0  .0 .37  0 .94 29 19 105 68

Bahamas
SA-810

(7) 21 15 T4 Si. 1 9 9 2  NOAA,’T40S Mk-9 NB Ill 6.514 061
NW Trop.AtL  (mwa, 8) 66 55 T467  Si.

-4.8 -1.35 0.93 32 53 123 205
1988-91 NOAA/NOS Mk-9 NB I l l 6.822 293 6.3 1.04 0.73 II 16 8 5  119

SIPPICAN Argos
NE Atlant. (nea,  9) 12 10 T7 Si. 1991 BSH Mk-12 NB 111 6.561 179 -9.1 -1.13 0.92 34 30 108 93

T7 Sippican 115 83 Sippican 1987 to 92 6.698 235
T4/T6 Sippican

- 0 . 7  4.09 0 . 8 2
194 143 Sippican

14 10 131  87
1988 to 92

T7 TSK
6.697 221 0.6 0.13

46 42 TSK
0.86 18 28 210 340

1985 to 91
T6 TSK

6.707 242
17 17 TSK

-0 .7  -0 ,12  0 .91 20 15 129 100
1989 -92 6.566 164 -5 .7  -1 .27  0 .97 31 52 129 213

T4fT6  Global 211 160
T7

new T4~6 equation (7) :
Global 161

6.683
125

215 -0 .2  -0 .06  0 .86 i6 26 20+ 329
new T7 equation (8) : 6.701 238 -0.8 -0.10 0.85 12 8 130 91

‘f41T6/T7 372 285 New T4iT%3111  Equation (9) : 6.691 225 - - 0.83 10 15 177 2s4
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5. New Depth-Time Equation for T-4 and T-6  XBTS

By applying the same procedures used for estimating the new depth-time equation for the T-7
XBT data, the new depth-time equation for the combined T-4 and T-6 XBT data (160 profiles with 10 to
15 good depth-differences; i.e. those profiles with a minimum of 2/3 of the maximum number of depth-
differences for T-4/T-6 probes), is estimated as:

-z46 

= 6.683 t -0.00215 t2 (8)

As a and b were also found to be quasi-normally distributed variables, their standard deviations
can also be calculated (see Table 1 b). The confidence intervals for the individual ai and bi and for the
mean A46 and B46 coefficients, at a confidence level of 95°/0, are:

a 4 6 =6.683±0.412 b46 
= 0.00215 ± 0.00658

A46 = 6.683 ± 0.033 B46 = 0.002 15 ±0.00052  

5.1 T-4/T-6 probes on the a-b plane

Figure 6 shows the cloud of the 160 individual T-4/T-6 ab points used to calculate the
coefficients of (8). The T-4/T-6 XBTS actual maximum depth is very close to the manufacturers’ rated
depth of 460m, so 450m will be considered as the maximum T-4/T-6 depth. The ellipses in Fig. 6 are 1,
2, 3 standard deviation ellipses for the individual a ib i points (see Appendix 1 ) which, with a correlation

coefficient of 0.83, correspond to 57°/0, 95°/0 and 99.7°/0 confidence levels respectively. In addition, the
small two standard-error-of-the-mean ellipse has been included to show the ‘size’ of the mean AB46 point.
As for the T-7 probes, the ‘individual’ one standard deviation ellipse is close to the ±5m isoline. The
‘individual’ 2-standard deviation ellipse, however, is just outside the ± 2% isoline. There is a far greater
scatter of the individual ab points for the T-4/T-6 profiles than for the T-7 profiles (note the different
axes scales on Figs. 5 and 6). This is particularly the case for the individual bi points. This was found in
part to be due to the shorter maximum depth available for the least squares calculation in step 5, but is
mainly due to the greater probe-to-probe fall rate variability of the T-4/T-6 probes.

The manufacturers’ equation abm point in Fig. 6 is again outside the main cloud of observed ab
points, at 2 ‘individual’ standard deviations from the reference point, in a sector where the maximum
depth-error is the deepest error; -15m (Al ,8) or -3.24% (Al .27) at the depth of 450m.

5.2 Comparison with the New T-7 Depth-Time Equation

If one examines, on the same a-b plane, the two series of statistical ellipses for the 160 T-4/T-6
ab points and the 125 T-7 ab points respectively (Fig. 7), one can see that: i) The T-7 ‘individual’ two-
standard deviation ellipse is completely embedded in the T-4/T-6 ‘individual’ two-standard deviation
ellipse. ii) The T-7 one, two, and three standard-error-of-the-mean ellipses intersect with the
corresponding T-4/T-6 ‘mean’ ellipses. Therefore, the T-7 and T-4/T-6 populations and their means are
not significantly different from a statistical point of view and we can safely determine a new equation for
the combined T-4/T-6/T-7 XBT data set.

6. New Reference Depth-Time Equation for T-7, T-6, and T-4 XBTs

Before mixing together the T-7 and the T-4/T-6 ab data sets the normality of the distributions of
the coefficients has to be verified in order to justify the calculation of a mean and its statistics. The
distributions were found to be quasi-normal (skewness coefficients of 0.3 and 1.2, and kurtosis
coefficients of 1.6 and 9.0 for the ai and bi coefficients respectively). The large tails in the b i coefficient
distribution are indicative of the previously discussed scatter of the b i coefficients on the a-b plane,
especially for the T-4/T-6 probes.
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Figure 8. T-7 (upper) and T-4/T-6 (lower) data sets presented on their respective a-b plane of the new T-
4/T-6/T-7 equation (800m or 450m maximum depth; same scales as Fig. 6). The reference AB467 point (A467 

=

6.691, B467 = 0.00225; marked by an *) is at the center of the ellipses.
i) The maximum absolute depth-error isolines are equivalent to those in Figs. 5 and 6. Along the

discontinuity line of the maximum absolute depth-error the depth of the first derivative error is 340m on the T-7 a-b
plane, and 189m on the T-4/T-6 a-b plane. It is, respectively, 277m or 153m for the same depth-error but expressed
as a relative error.

ii) The dashed ellipses and the small solid ellipse have the same meaning as in Fig. 5 (see Table 2 for
details).

iii) The maximum depth-error of the manufacturer’s abm point (X) is the deepest error: -26m or -3.24% at
the depth of 800m, and - 15m or -3.26% at the depth of 450m.
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After calculating (step 6 ) the mean A467 and B467 coefficients from the combined T-7 and T-
4/T-6 data set (see Table 2), the new reference depth-time equation is given by:

Z 467 = 6.691 t −0.00225 t2
(9)

The confidence intervals for the individual ai and bi and for the mean A467 and B467 coefficients,
at a confidence level of 95°/0, are:

a 467 

= 6.691 ± 0.354 b 467 

= 0.00225± 0.00508
A 467 

= 6.691 ± 0.021 B467 = 0.00225 ±  0.00030

The normalised standard deviations of the mean, dA/A and dB / B are, respectively, equal to
O. 16% and 6.7%. The quadratic term B being a corrective second order term it is normal, for it, to be less
accurately determined, specially when adding shallow probes such as the T-4/T-6 probes.

6.1 T-4/T-6/T-7 probes on the a-b plane

Depending on which type of probe is to be evaluated for depth-errors on the a-b plane, the results
from the combined data set can be presented either on the T-7 a-b plane (800m maximum depth) or on
the T-4/T-6 a-b plane (450m maximum depth), as shown in Figs. 8a and 8b respectively. The ellipses in
Fig. 8 are ‘individual’ 1,2,3 standard deviation ellipses for the aibi points (see Appendix 1) which, with a
correlation coefficient of 0.83, correspond to confidence levels of 57°/0, 95°/0 and 99.7°/0 respectively. In
addition, the small two standard-error-of-the-mean ellipse has been included to show the ‘size’ of the
mean AB467 point.

In Fig. 8a, the maximum depth-errors for the individual T-7 probes and the ‘individual’ one
standard deviation ellipse for the AB467 reference point are mostly within the ±2°/0 and ±10 metres
isolines, although some are outside the +20m isoline. On the T-4/T-6 a-b plane (Fig. 8b), the T-4/T-6
individual probes are more scattered, although the maximum depth-errors are still generally within the
2% and ±10 metre isolines, with several points just within the ±5% and ±20 metre isolines.

The manufacturer’s equation abm point is outside the main cloud of observed ab points in both
Figs. 8a and 8b, at over 2 ‘individual’ standard deviations from the AB467 reference point, in a sector
where the maximum depth-error is the deepest error: -26m (Al .8) and -3.24°/0 (A 1.27) at the depth of
800m, or - 15m and.-3 .26% at 450m.

6.2 Comparison with the T-7 and the T-4/T-6 New Depth-Time Equations

The T-7 and T-4/T-6 mean AB points are within one standard-error-of-the-mean from the AB467

reference point (see Table 2). The maximum absolute depth-error between the AB467 reference point and
the T-7 AB point is -0.8m or -0.1%  at 800m (Al.8 and Al .27); between the AB467 reference point and the
T-4/T-6 AB point it is -0.2m or -0.06% at 264m (Al .7, Al .26 and Al .6). These results confirm that a
single reference T-4/T-6/T-7 depth-time equation can replace, with very reasonable accuracy, the original
manufacturers’ equation.
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Figure 9 Mean regional two-standard-error-of the-mean ellipses on the a-b plane(95%, confidence level):
see Fig. 1 and Table 1 for the location of the regions). The full and the dashed ellipses are. respectively, the T-7 and
the T-4/T-6 mean regional ellipses. For clarity, in the medium group some ellipses are referred to by their region
number only.
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Figure 10 The mean A, B coefficients and the two-standard-error-of-the-mean bars for the different regions of
the XBT-CTD experiment are plotted against the mean temperature of the water between the surface and the
maximum depth reached by the probe type (a: 800m for T-7. b: 450m for T-4/T-6). See Fig. 1 for the location of the
regions. The mean temperature has been computed using the Levitus ( 1982) T-S data of Fig. 2.
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6.3 Inter-comparisons of the Individual Data Sets

6.3.1 Regional comparisons

Figure 9 shows, on the a-b plane, the two standard-error-of-the-mean ellipses (95%) of the mean
AB points for each regional data set. These ellipses define 3 main significant groups whose domains do
not intersect: i) A slow fall rate group, which includes the T-7 north-eastern Atlantic (nea), the T-4
Bahamas and the T-6 north-western Pacific (nwp) data sets; ii) A high fall rate group which includes the
T-7 and the T-4/T-6 north-western tropical Atlantic data sets (nwta); iii) A medium fall rate group which
includes all the other regional groups, except the T-7 Tasman data set. The ellipse for this data set, which
has only 6 probes, is too wide to belong to one group. It is mainly an high fall rate data set, but it also
covers part of the medium group.

The three groups appear to show no overall regional homogeneity. The slow fall rate group
ranges from tropical latitudes to high latitudes in the northern hemisphere. The medium fall rate group is
mainly a tropical and subtropical group, but includes the T-7 north-western Pacific data set which is a
mid-latitude data set. The Tasman data set, which is also a mid-latitude data set, ranges from medium to
high fall rates. The T-6 and T-7 north-western Pacific data sets are found in different groups, i.e. the slow
and medium fail rate groups respectively.

Although there were no opportunities. to collect data in extreme oceanic conditions. the data
presented in this study were collected in several different regions in order to examine the possible
influence of different water masses on the fall rates of the probes. One of the parameters for
understanding the dynamics of a moving body in water is viscosity (Seaver and Kuleshov, 1982).
Viscosity is. to the first order. inversely proportional to the temperature, therefore the mean temperature
over the water column may be used to represent the mean viscosity. Another parameter is the density,
but in our case, the correlation is very high (-0.91) between the mean density and the mean temperature,
therefore the results found for the mean viscosity are applicable to the mean density. Figure 10 presents
the mean regional A and B coefficients as a function of this mean temperature calculated between the
surface and the maximum depth reached by the probe tvpe ( 800m for T-7, 450m for T-4/T-6). The
expected influence, if any, should be a decrease in the speed of the probes (decrease of A mainly) with
increasing viscosity. The only significantly different pairs of A coefficients are: the north-western
tropical Atlantic (nwta), a medium viscosity data set. and the north-eastern Atlantic (nea), an high
viscosity data set, for the T7; and the same nwta and the north western Pacific (nwp) for the T-4/T-6
probes. For these two pairs of data sets the theoretical linear change in the fall rate is very close to the
observed change of 0.3 m/s for the T-7 and 0.22 m/s for the T-4/T-6. But if other pairs of data sets are
considered, an inverse relationship can be found (i.e. nwp and nwtp for the T7, or nwp and bahamas for
the T-4/T-6). This may be due to the variability of the probe shape, and/or weight. generating different
turbulent drags. completely obscuring the viscosity influence. In fact, considering all the regional data
sets. it is very difficult to find a global relationship and most of the regional A and B coefficients are not
significantly different at a 95% confidence level..

6.3.2 Onboard equipment comparisons

The data sets in the medium fall rate group of Fig. 9 were collected by almost all of the different
types of omboard XBT and CTD equipment used in the study (see Table 1). Therefore. no significant
influence of the type of onboard-system on the fall rate appears to exist.

Moreover. in the north-western tropical Atlantic (nwta), in the north-western Pacific (nwp) and
in the south-eastern Indian Ocean (sei), respectively. comparisons were made using, in the same area. the
same type of XBT but different onboard systems (see Table 1). No significant differences were observed
in the fall rates for the nwta or for the nwp data sets. when the data were grouped by onboard equipment.
The two standard-error-of-the-mean ellipses are almost tangent for the sei case (not shown), but the two
mean  AB points are so close that the induced error is small ( 5m at 800m or 0.60/0).
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Figure 11 Mean Sippican and TSK T-7 and T-4/T-6 AB points and their two-standard-error-of-the-mean
ellipses on the a-b plane (95°/0 confidence level; same scale as Fig. 9; see Table 2 for detailed information).
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T-4/T-6  450m maximum depth-error planes), but with the scales of Figs. 9 and 11.
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Figure 13 Individual regional 2-standard deviation ellipses on the a-b plane (95% confidence level; same
scale as Fig. 6; see Fig. 1 and Table 1 for the location of the regions). The full and the dashed ellipses are,
respectively, the T-7 and the T-4/T-6 individual regional ellipses. For clarity, in the central group, some ellipses are
referred to by their region number only.
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6.3.3 Probe manufacturer comparisons

Probes from two different manufacturers were used in this study. They should be identical as the
TSK probes are made under licence from Sippican. The individual T-7 and the T-4/T-6 probes from each
manufacturer are grouped together for comparison on the a-b plane in Fig. 11 (see also Table 2). The
standard-error-of-the-mean ellipses (95°/0) show that the two T-7 data sets are quasi-identical. They have
very close mean AB points, and their variability is comparable: there are 42 TSK T-7 ab points and 83
Sippican ab points, so the axes of the mean ellipses should have a theoretical ratio of 2/3, which is the
case. The Sippican T-4/T-6 probes are not significantly different from the T-7 probes, but there seems to
be a problem with the TSK T-6 probes (17 probes). This problem cannot be a batch problem as the
probes were launched during two different cruises 3 years apart. It cannot be a regional problem, as most
of the TSK T-7 probes were launched in the same area and sometimes during the same cruise with the
same onboard equipment. There seems to be a real but small difference between the TSK T-6 XBTS and
the other probes: -6m, or -1 .30A, maximum depth-error with the reference AB467 point.

6.3.4 Discussion on the inter-comparisons

Of the regional groups described above (Fig. 9), only the slow fail rate for TSK T-6 (nwp) may
be explained by a statistically significant manufacturing difference. The location of the Bahamas data set
in the slow fall rate group cannot be explained by density or viscosity effects, as one would expect these
effects to result in it being in the medium fall rate group. As it is a single experiment using the same type
of probes and onboard equipment used to collect some of the other data sets, the more plausible
explanation is probe batch variation. Similarly, the north-eastern Atlantic data set (nea) is a single
experiment, so its slow fall rate may be due to probe batch variations or, since it is the only experiment to
use a Sippican Mk-12 onboard unit, it may be due to an onboard equipment influence. But since the high
density and viscosity in the area favour a slow fall rate, this may be a regional influence. The high fall
rate and the large mean ellipse of the Tasman sea single experiment, on the other hand, may be a batch
problem plus the fact that the area of the experiment actually spans over subtropical and mid-latitude
frontal regions. The high fall rate of the two T-7 and T-4/T-6 north-western tropical Atlantic (nwta) data
sets cannot be explained by any influence. It is a multi-cruise, multi-onboard equipment, multi-
institution, multi-probe experiment, and the density and viscosity in the area favour a medium fall rate.
So, if this high fall rate is real, it is due to an influence of unknown origin.

Therefore, only two differences between the data sets cannot be explained by batch variations: i)
The TSK T-6 probes systematic slower fall rate; ii) The north-western tropical Atlantic data set’s high
fall rate. However, these two differences have a very small influence on the overall combined data set, as
the errors are symmetrical about the reference AB467 point (about ±6m or ±1 .3% at 450m) and the TSK
T-6 data sets constitute a small number of the comparisons evaluated. In fact, if all the regional AB points
are plotted on the global AB457 reference planes (Fig. 12 and Table 1), most of these points are inside or
along the ±6m maximum absolute depth-error isoline (or 1.30/0), except the Tasman Sea (+1 Om) and the
north-eastern Atlantic (nea, -9m). This is the maximum induced depth-error if the regional depth-time
equations are replaced by the new reference depth-time equation (9). It is well within the scatter of the
individual probes (within the ‘individual’ l-standard deviation ellipses of Fig. 8).

Moreover, if some differences were found in the means, all these differences are of practically no
importance compared to the individual, or batch to batch, scatter of the probes (Fig. 13). All the
‘individual’ regional two standard deviation ellipses intersect to the extent that the slow and fast fall rate
groups are hardly discernible. So, if any other influences do exist, they are embedded in the individual or
batch-to-batch fall rate variations of the XBT probes. Unless the manufacturers are able to reduce that
variability, further regional experimentation will not be of interest, except perhaps in extreme oceanic
conditions of density and viscosity.
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6.4 Observed variability and the manufacturers’ specifications

In order to study the depth-errors over the whole water column and not only the maximum depth-
error, one has to use the depth-error versus depth plane instead of the a-b plane. Figure 14a shows the
distributions of the 5895 valid depth-differences as a function of their CTD depth (as calculated in step
4) for the combined T-4/T-6/T-7 data set. The elapsed times corresponding to the depth-differences are
identical for each profile, as the depth-differences are determined every 25 “XBT metres” using the
manufacturers’ depth-time equation (6) in step 1. Therefore all the depth-differences at a given elapsed
time can be grouped together to determine the depth-difference statistics for that given time (XBT depth).
The corresponding CTD actual depths vary, as they are equal to the XBT depth plus the depth correction.

At each level the distribution of the depth-differences are quasi-normal and only a slight
asymmetry in the scatter can be noted towards the high fall rate side of the distribution (high negative
individual depth-error dots). The data are generally outside the manufacturers’ specifications, except
close to the surface where the mean depth-error is within ±5m down to a depth of 150m. The mean
depth-errors range from -2.5m at 100 metres to -24.5m at 775m. Only the very slow fall rates outside -1
standard deviation (about 15°/0 of the data) are within the specifications almost down to the maximum
depth. The observed scatter is much larger than expected from the manufacturers’ specifications.

When the new T-4/T-6/T-7 equation (9) is used (Fig. 14b) instead of the original manufacturers’
equation (6), the mean depth-error is greatly reduced and is now within ±lm of the CTD depth. However,
17.5% of the individual depth-errors are still outside the manufacturers’ specifications (1 028 depth-errors
out of a total of 5895 depth-errors). Only the l-standard deviation confidence interval is entirely within
those specifications, and one must reach the maximum depth for the 2-standard deviation curves to be
close to the specifications. Between 10Om and 500m, up to 30% of the depth-errors are outside the
specifications.

A linear approximation of the 2 and 3 standard deviation curves (dotted lines in Fig. 14b) gives:

± ( 6m + 1.5% of the depth ) for 2 std.dev. or 95.5% of the data (10)
± ( 9m + 2.0% of the depth) for 3 std.dev. or 99.7% of the data (11)

If the meaning of a specification is that the depths of all the probes should be within them, then the
specifications provided by the manufacturers should be at least close to the 3-standard deviation
confidence interval. They should be of the order of (11). It must be noted that the new specifications are
not ± n metres or ± p%, but ± (n metres plus p%). The shallow depth specifications, therefore are much
larger than they used to be; above ±l0m at 100m and around ±15m at 250m instead of ±5m. Hallock and
Teague (1992) found the same kind of probe-to-probe scatter after correction of the original data with
their new equation: about ± 8 to 10 metres in the depth range 10m to 100m, and ± 15 to 20 metres in
the range 450m - 650m.

The linearity of the standard deviation curves with depth is a good index of the reliability of the
method used to calculate the depth-errors. All over the depth range, the relative scatter of the probes
remains constant, about 1.5°/0 of the depth at a 95°/0 confidence level. Therefore, if the general behaviour
of the probes with depth remains similar from probe to probe, the reliability of the method remains
constant whatever the depth, even when the vertical temperature gradients change only slightly.

If, instead of the total 5895 depth-difference data set, we consider only the 5340 depth-
differences used to determine the mean A467 and B467 coefficients of equation (9), the results are almost
identical (not shown). Even the extreme data points (above 3-standard deviations in Fig. 14) are not
eliminated, as they are part of some of the good profiles determined from more than 2/3 of the maximum
number of depth-differences. The mean depth-error is still within ± 1 m, and the standard deviations are
very slightly different, but the conclusions remain the same.
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Figure 14 Combined T-4/T-6/T-7 data set: depth-errors and their statistics as a function of depth.
a) Using the manufacturers’ depth-time equation (6): distribution of the 5895 valid depth-errors (calculated

in step 4) as a function of their CTD depth. The mean depth-error (open circles) and the 1, 2, 3 standard deviations
confidence intervals (respectively dotted, dash-dotted and full curves) are calculated independently for each XBT
elapsed time (every 25 XBT metre). The individual depth-errors above two standard deviations (dots) are added. The
manufacturers’ specifications (±5m or +2°/0 of the depth, whichever is the greater) are indicated as dotted lines.

b) Same distribution but using the new T-4/T-6/T-7 reference equation (9) instead of the manufacturer’s
equation (6). In addition linear approximations of the 2 and 3 standard deviation curves are indicated (dotted lines).
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Table 3 Summary of previous XBT comparison experiments published by other investigators. Column 1 is the ab
point number indicated in Fig. 15 or Table 3. Columns 3 is the publication year of the article. Column 11 gives the
linear-correction coefficients used by several authors to correct the manufacturer’s equation (6). The following
columns are the linear (A) and quadratic (B) term of Eq. 5, plus, when existing, a constant term C (offset at the
surface). The depth-error columns (co1. 15 and 16) give the maximum absolute depth-error between the result of the
new reference equation (9) and the author’s result (down to 800m for the T-7 or to 450m for the T-4 probes and T-4-
like T-7 experiments). The last two columns give, when necessary, the result of a re-calculation, by least square fit,
of the author’s 3-coefficient equation into a 2-coefficient equation of the form of equation (5).

n° Author Date Nb. Probe Manu- Field Experiment XBT Depth Linear A B c Maximum A B
of Type facturer recorder Reference correct. depth-error

XBT Date Area IO-5 metres metres % 1 0 -5

x Sippican 1965 T4 Sippican ? ? ? , 6 . 4 7 2  2 1 6 -15 -3.26
T6 -15 -3.26
T7 -26 -3.24
DB -26 -3.24

1 McDowell 1977 47 T7 S i p p i c a n 1976 Sargasso S. Strip ch. Plessey 1 .020 6.60l 220 - -10.5 -1.3

2s Heinmiller 1983 139 T7 Sippican 1976/78 Sargasso S. Strip ch. NB I S (1) 0 .995  6 .440  215 -1.1 -18.0 - 4 . 0  6 . 3 6 7  1 0 8
2d  & al (2) 1.(M4 6.757 226 -17.1 -9.5 -1.1 6.330 -25

3 Singer 1990 14 T7 Sippican 1985 G. Mexico S A-810 NB III 1 .0435 6.754 225 -4.3 3.6 0.5 6.617 131
15 “ “ 1986 Mk-9 “

4 Henin 1989 35 T4 S i p p i c a n 1987 W trop. Pac. Argos SBE 9 1 . 0 5 0  6 . 7 9 6  2 2 7 7.1 1.6

5 Sy &Ulrich 1990 11 T7 Sippican 1989 Norw.Trench SA-810 NB III 1  . 0 2 0  6 . 6 0 1  2 2 0 -10.5 -1.3
DB

6 Gould (3) 1991 29  T7  P lessey 1990 Iceland SA-81O Echo- 1.050 6.796 227 - 12.8 1.6
Faroes Ridge Sounder

7 Hallock & 1992 118 T7 Sippican 1990 Barbados Mk-9 NB III - 6.798 238 -4.0 7.3
Teague

0.9 6.669 149

8 Yoshida (4) 1989 22 T7 TSK 1988 Japan Sea Z60II NB IIIb 6.674 329 - -6.1 -1.4

& a l

9 Green (5) 1984 139 T7 Sippican 1976/78 Sargasso S. Strip ch. NB Is 6 . 4 5 0  1 3 1 - -15.4 -1.9

(1) linear correction from 0m to 325m (4) 0-300m XBT/CTD comparison (no temperature gradient below)
(2) linear correction from 326m to 760m (5) same data as Heinmiller & al. plus an hydrodynamic model
(3) true depth detected by a precision echo-sounder

T4/T,T7 XBT, Other Authors AB points
7

2%
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Figure 15 Other authors’ results (see Table 3) on the a-b plane of the new T-4/T-6/T-7 reference equation
(Eq.9; reference AB467 point marked by an *: A467 = 6.691, B467 

= 0.00225; same scales as in Figs. 9 and 12): i)
The other authors’ mean AB points are numbered as in Table 3 column 1. Without consideration of the existence of a
third constant term (2.s, 2d, 3, and 7), the circles are the T-7 ab points, while the crosses mark the T-4 or T-4-like T-
7 ab points (2s and 8). The ab points numbered with a prime (2s’, 2d’, 3’, and 7’) are resulting from are-calculation
of the 3-coefficient equations into 2-coefficient equations (see last two columns of Table 3). The manufacturers’
AsBs point is marked by an (X). ii) The thick dashed and full line maximum absolute depth-error isolines are the
±2°/0 isolines defined in Fig. 8, respectively, for the T-7 (800m) and T-4/T-6 (450m) a-b planes. The almost vertical
thin dashed line is the [00, AsBs] line, locus of any linear correction of the original manufacturers’ equation (6).
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7. Comparison with Other Authors’ Depth-Time Equations

Singer (1990) made a comprehensive review of the articles published prior to his own
publication. Table 3 is a summary of the latest major experiments known to the present authors. All of
the experiments were XBT / CTD comparison experiments, except Gould (1 991) who compared the XBT
depth when the probe hits the bottom to the depth of the bottom as measured by a precision echo-sounder
reading. He also used Plessey T-7 probes which are not examined in our study, but which are supposed to
behave the same way as the Sippican T-7 XBTS. The only other non-Sippican probe experiment was
made by Yoshida et cd. ( 1989) who used TSK T-7 probes. Most of the probes are T-7 XBTS, except
Henin (1989) who used T-4 XBTS. Yoshida’s Japan Sea experiment was made down to a maximum depth
of only 300m, so his TSK T-7 XBT results are more comparable to those for T-4 XBTS. The shallow (0-
325m) linear correction from Heinmiller et al. (1983) can also be placed into the same group. The
majority of the experiments were made at relatively low latitudes, although Sy and Ulrich (1990), Gould
(1991 ) andYoshidaetal.(1989) made their measurements at higher latitudes in colder waters. No studies
have been made in Arctic or Antarctic waters. The 1976-1978 Sargasso Sea experiments (McDowell,
1977, Heinmiller et al, 1983) where made using strip-chart recorders. Green (1984) used the same data as
Heinmiller et al. (1983), but added an hydrodynamic model to define his 2-coefficient equation
equivalent to (5).

The latest publications, Yoshida et al(1989), Sy and Ulrich (1990), Gould (1991), Hallock and
Teague (1992), used temperature-error-free methods to calculate the depth-errors. In the other
publications, the authors tried to estimate the temperature error prior to the estimation of the depth error,
and the result is accordingly less accurate. Another problem encountered in the earlier experiments is the
non-exact simultaneity in time and/or space between the CTD and the XBT deployments, which allowed
additional errors in the depth comparisons due to vertical displacement of features in the temperature
field by internal waves and other high frequency space and time scale phenomena.

Table 3 also shows the maximum depth-differences between the previous authors’ equations and
the new reference T-7/T-4/T-6 depth-time equation (9). The maximum depth-differences for the T-7
experiments down to 800m are from +13m (1 .6%) to -15m (-1 .9% ). For the T-4’s, or T-4-like T-7
experiments (cases 8 and 2.s don’t go deeper than 325m, so they are considered in the T-4 group), the
maximum depth-differences down to 450m are from +7m ( 1.6%) to -6m (-1 .4%) and - 18m (-4%) for 2s,
the worst case, very close to the manufacturers’ equation.

In Fig. 15, the previous authors’ results are presented on the a-b plane to show their relationship
to one another and to the new AB467 reference point. Most of the earlier authors simply calculated a
linear correction coefficient (like equation A2.8, Appendix 2) to correct the manufacturers’ equation (6),
thus the representative ab point is on a linear curve [00, AsBs] linking the origin of the a-b plane to the
manufacturers’ AB point. The Hallock and Teague (case 7) ab point and our AB467 reference point, while
differently determined, are nevertheless very close to the linear correction locus. The Yoshida (case 8)
and Green (case 9) ab points have b coefficients far away from the linear correction curve. For the
Yoshida case, this may be due to the special density structure of the Sea of Japan which has no
temperature gradient below 300m. The maximum depth for comparison in that study is therefore 300m,
and perhaps the quadratic coefficients can not be well defined due to the short depth-range. For the
Green case, which uses the same data as Heinmiller (2s and 2d), it could be caused by a problem in a
parameter evaluation of his model.

Several authors, who used the linear fit for their correction, also found at the surface an
extrapolated offset of between -lm to -17m ( see Table 3). In order to be able to compare their results
with the others on the a-b plane, we fitted a 2-coefficient equation (5) by the method of least squares to
their 3-coefficient equation (z= at -bt2 +c), thus eliminating the constant term c. The additional error due
to this approximation is small; between -lm and +2.5m in the depth range from l00m to 750m. The
corresponding revised coefficients are given in Table 3. The original coefficients without the constant
term are also presented in Fig. 15 for comparison.

Apart from the deep linear tit of Heinmiller et al. (Table 3, case 2d, depth-range: 326m-750m),
which gives a constant term of - 17m extrapolated to the surface, all the other offsets at the surface are in
the range -1 m to -4.5m. Hallock and Teague (1992) and Singer (1990) discuss the issue of such offsets in
more detail. Our results show no significant extrapolated offset near the surface (see Fig. 14 b).
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If the probes do behave differently close to the surface, we are unable to address the problem with our
experiments and procedures as we did not define depth-difference information in the first hundred
metres.

There seems to be no regional influence in the results from the previous authors. The identical 6
and 4 ab points are respectively in the cold North Atlantic and in the warm western tropical Pacific. The
1 and 5 ab points are also identical, but they are from the Sargasso Sea and from the Norwegian Trench
respectively. Cases 3 and 7, which are very close, are from the western tropical Atlantic, but cases 1, 2s,
2d and 9 are also from the same area, There is perhaps a strip-chart recorder influence since all the
corresponding ab points (1, 2s, 2d, 9) are in a slow rate group, but as they are also all from the Sargasso
Sea this may be a regional effect. The other authors’ results are generally about twice as far away from
the AB467 reference point as our regional AB points (Fig. 12). This may be due to probe batch variability,
to differences in the methods or in the equipment, to the non-simultaneity of the launches, or sometimes
to a regional variation as maybe the case for the Sea of Japan data from Yoshida et al.( 1989).

In conclusion, most of the earlier authors’ results fall within the ±2% depth-error isoline around
our AB467 reference point. The exception is the Heinmiller et al. ( 1983) result, but their data when re-
interpreted by Green (1984) fall within the same ±2% envelope. Therefore our results do not contradict
most of the previous results, but improve their accuracy and extend their applicability to a greater part of
the world’s oceans.

8. Depth Correction Formulas for Archived XBT Data

8.1 Full Correction Formula

In order to correct the depths of archived XBT data, we can calculate a correction formula where
the new depth is a function of the original depth (see Appendix 2, equations. A2.5 and 6). If the original
depth-time equation is the manufacturers’ equation (6), and the new depth-time equation is the global T-
4/T-6/T-7 equation (9) then, for the original depth z, the corrected depth Z is given by:

Z = 1.0417 Z - 75.906( 1 -(1 -2.063 10-4z)1/2) (12)

Figure A2.1 shows the depth correction applied to the original depth, which is about +15 metres
at 450m, and +25 metres at 750m.

8.2 Linear Approximation Formula

The correction curve is almost linear so it is of interest to determine what kind of error is made
by using a linear correction approximation. As the linear coefficients are a function of the maximum
depth of the probe and of the type of maximum depth-error considered (see Appendix 2 for full details),
there are two sets of linear coefficients. One set for the 800m maximum depth probe type (T-7), the other
for the 450m maximum depth probe type (T-4/T-6). Each set is formed of three coefficients, one for each
type of maximum depth-error: absolute, relative and absolute expressed as a relative depth-errors.

For the combined T-4/T-6/T-7 data set down to 800 meters, the best linear coefficients (see
Appendix 2, equations. A2.10 to 12) are between 1.0336 to 1.0337 depending upon the depth-error
considered, and between 1.0337 and 1.0338 down to 450 meters. In Fig. A2.3 are shown the depth-errors
induced by the 800m coefficients. The archived data having no recorded probe type, it should be better to
choose only one global linear coefficient for the T-4/T-6 and the T-7 probes. In order to minimise the
absolute depth-error while keeping the relative depth-error within reasonable bounds in the first hundreds
meters, the best linear approximation of the corrected depth could be:

Z1 = 1.0336 Z (13)

The maximum errors induced by using this linear coefficient are less than -0.lm at 800m for the
T-7 probes, and less than 0.05m at 300m for the T-4/T-6 probes. The relative depth-error is less than
±0.03% for all depths. Thus the linear correction approximation is very accurate for these probes, but this
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may not be true for other probe types and other manufacturers. For example, the scatter of the
coefficients is wider for the T-7 data set alone (between 1.0330 and 1.0339, down to 800 meters), or for
the T-4/T-6 data set (between 1.0330 and 1.0333, down to 450 meters).

9. Conclusions and Recommendations

Further evidence was found in this study that TSK and Sippican T-7, T-6 and T-4 XBT probes
fall faster than the rate given by the manufacturers’ depth-time equation, and that the resulting depth-
errors are outside the manufacturers’ specifications. The T-4/T-6 and the T-7 data sets were found not to
be statistically different at the 95% confidence level. Therefore a unique new reference T-4/T-6/T-7 fall
rate equation was conclusively determined by a temperature-error-free method applied to a number of
XBT/CTD comparison data sets which were collected in three oceans and under controlled conditions.
Unfortunately, there were no opportunities to collect comparison data sets in polar regions or other
extreme oceanic conditions. No significant regional, onboard equipment, or probe manufacturer
influence on the fall rate was detected, except perhaps a regional influence in the north-eastern Atlantic,
and a manufacturing difference in the TSK T-6 probes. Any influences, if they do exist, are masked by
the individual variability of the probes, especially of the T-4/T-6 probes. This variability is well outside
the manufacturers’ specifications, even when the mean depth-error is corrected to less than ±lm by using
the new T-4/T-6/T-7 reference depth-time equation. The main source of XBT depth variability seems to
be the probe-to-probe or batch-to-batch variability of the probes’ characteristics. Unless the
manufacturers are able to correct this problem, it will be useless to do more regional studies, except
perhaps in the colder waters of high latitudes.

A review of the results published by previous investigators, which are generally from a single
geographical area, leads to the same conclusions but with a larger variability . The previous methods
used differ from one another, they were not all temperature-error-free methods, and the simultaneity of
the XBT/CTD launches was not always respected. Temperature errors, as well as internal waves and/or
other high frequency structures, may have influenced their results. Every effort was made in the present
study to reduce such influences to a minimum.

It should be noted that the other types of Sippican/TSK probes, as well as probes produced by
other manufacturers such as Sparton of Canada, will also need careful independent evaluation. It is
important that each probe type (including different manufacturers) be evaluated to avoid inconsistencies
occurring in the depth accuracies of XBT data stored in the national and international data centres.
Indeed, until an international mechanism is established to implement general use of a new equation for
the T-7, T-6 and T-4 XBTS, and until the equation used for depth determination, the probe type, and the
probe manufacturer can be distinguished in the data archives, it is strongly advised that for the present
time all XBT data sent to the national or international data centres include depths calculated from the
original manufacturer’s equation only. The existence of mixed data in the databases must be absolutely
avoided.
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Appendix 1

Maximum Depth-Error Isolines and Statistics on the a-b plane
of the Coefficients for the XBT Depth-Time Equation

If t is the time and a and b are all the possible coefficients of the XBT depth-time equation, a and
b can be considered as two variables defining an ab plan; and one set of coefficients defines an ab point.
If A and B are the true depth equation coefficients for a given probe type, and a = A+Aa, b = A+Ab
another set of coefficients used for the same probe type, then

z = A t - B t2

is the true depth.
Z+Az  =  (A+Aa) t  -  (B+Ab) t2

(1)
is an approximated depth, (2)

and AZ = Aa - Ab t2 is the depth-error. (3)

Given values for the depth Z and the A, B coefficients, the time t can also be computed:
t = q - ( q2 - Z/B )1/2 with q = A 12B (4)

Maximum absolute depth-error

- Maximun depth-error isolines:

The maximun depth-error is   equal to  the  maximun of   these two depth-errors   when  t eMis within
the time-range range the  probe type, and otherwise  it is always situated at the maximum depth. One can draw
on the a-b plane, the isolines of that maximum depth-error (Fig. A1.2). Depending upon the position on
the a-b plane an isoline  i is expressed by i1 or  i2, wichever is the greater:

31

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) document. WARNING! Spelling errors might subsist. In order to access
to the original document in image form, click on "Original" button on 1st page.



Absolute Depth-Error for T7 XBT (800m)
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Figure A1.1: Types of depth-errors for different sets of a, b coefficients (depth-time equation’s coefficients of
XBT probes). The maximum error may be located either at a depth ZeM where the first derivative of the depth-error
(first derivative error) is equal to zero (curve 3), or at the maximum depth ZM accepted for the probe type (deepest
error), here 800m, (curves 1 and 5). In curve 1 the first derivative error is outside the depth (time) range, while in
curve 2 it is located at the maximum depth. In curve 4 the deepest error is equal to the first derivative error, but of
opposite sign.
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Maximum Absolute Depth-Error (meters) for T4/T6 probes (450m)
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Figure A1.2: Maximum absolute depth-error on the a-b plane (centred on the AB467 point * of the new
reference T-4/T-6/T-7 depth-time equation: A467 = 6.691 and B467=0.00225), for T4/T-6 and T-7 probes:

i) The full lines are absolute maximum depth-error isolines (equivalent to 1% of the maximum depth, 450m
or 800m, for easy comparison with the following maximum relative depth-error figures).

ii) The dotted lines (T) are the transfer lines where the first derivative depth-error is located at the maximum
depth ( 450m or 800m).

iii) The dash-dotted lines (D) are the discontinuity lines where the first derivative error (at zeM = 189m for
T-4/T-6, or 340m for T-7) is equal to the deepest error (at 450m or 800m) but of opposite sign.

iv) The upper right and lower left sectors (defined by these two lines) are areas where the first derivative
error is the maximum depth-error, located at ZeM (between 189m and 450m (T-4/T-6) or between 340m and 800m
(T-7)). The two other sectors are areas where the maximum depth-error is the deepest error.

v) The original manufacturer’s equation ab point is marked by o. Its maximum depth-error for a T-7 probe
is -26m at 800m. For a T-4/T-6 probe the error is -15m at 450m.
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- Transfer Line:

By definition, the transfer line is the locus on the a-b plane where the first derivative error is
equal to the deepest error. In the case of the absolute depth-error, this occurs only when the first
derivative error is situated at the maximum depth (Fig. Al. 1, curve 2):

t eM 

= Aa/2Ab = t-M
and zeM=zM

or Aa = 2 t M  Ab (12)

This locus is a linear curve and it is the line where the maximum depth-error switches from the
deepest error to the first derivative error (Fig. Al .2). The position of a given isoline i on the transfer line
is:

Aa = 2i / tM or Ab= i / tM

2 (13)

- Discontinuity Line:

There are positions on the a-b plane where the first derivative error is equal to the deepest error,
but of opposite sign (Fig. Al. 1, curve 4):

Aa2 / 4Ab = - (Aa - Ab tM) tM

or (14)Aa2+4tMAbAa-4tM2Ab2 =0 

All the points on the a-b plane having this property are solutions of the above equation. The only
physical solution within the time range is :

Aa = 2 te M  Ab w i th t eM = ( 21/2 - 1) tM
(15)

Along this line (Fig. Al ,2), the two types of maximum depth-errors are of equal magnitude but of
opposite sign, the first occurs at the maximum depth ZM, the other at a lesser depth ZeM constant for a
given probe type (teM is only a function of tM). This line divides the a-b plane into a positive maximum
depth-error area and a negative maximum depth-error area.

As the isolines are maximum amplitude depth-error isolines, this linear curve is a discontinuity
line where the maximum depth-error changes sign while keeping the same amplitude. The position of a
given isoline ion the discontinuity line is

Aa = 2i I tCM or Ab = i / teM
2 (16]

It should be noted that teM and therefore ZeM, are independent of the isoline value. On the
discontinuity line the depth ZeM, as well as the maximum depth ZM, are constant. The discontinuity line
is also the locus where the maximum depth-error is minimum for a given Aa or Ab or for a given distance
from the reference point.

- Sectors in the a-b plane:

The transfer line and the discontinuity line, divide the a-b plane into 4 sectors centred on the
reference AB point (Fig. Al .2). In the two smaller sectors where the isolines are more horizontal (top-
right and bottom-left), the maximum depth-error is a first derivative depth-error, and occurs at different
depths (ZeM, for t~M = Aa / 2Ab). These depths depend only won the ratio Aa/Ab, therefore the depth is
constant along any line centred on the AB point (the transfer line and the discontinuity line are part of
this family). The maximum depth-error in the two other sectors always occurs at the maximum depth
accepted for the given probe type (ZM equals 450m for T-4/T-6 or 800m for T-7).

34

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) document. WARNING! Spelling errors might subsist. In order to access
to the original document in image form, click on "Original" button on 1st page.



a
+“o0u

Maximum Relative Depth-Error (%) for T4/T6 probes (450m)

7 4

T
6.9 - 3

o 1 2 3 4 5

coef. b X1 O-3

Maximum Relative Depth-Error (%) for XBT T7 probes (800m)

Q
4

/

6.9

6.8 -

6.6

.-.- - 2. . -

6.5 - “-
- 3

- 46.4 ,
0 1 2 3 4 5

ccef. b X1 O-3

Figure A1.3: Maximum relative depth-error isolines on the same a-b planes as in Fig. Al .2:
i) The full lines are maximum relative depth-error isolines. The relative depth-error is maximum either at

the surface or at the maximum depth.
ii) The dotted lines (T) are the transfer lines where the surface error is equal to the error at the maximum

depth. The dash-dotted lines (D) are the discontinuity lines where the surface error is equal to the error at the
maximum depth but of opposite sign. The upper right and lower left sectors defined by these two lines are areas
where the surface error is the maximum depth-error. The two other sectors are areas where the maximum depth-error
is the deepest error.

iii) The maximum relative depth-error of the original manufacturer’s equation ab point, marked by o, is
-3.26% at 800m. for a T-7 probe, and -3.24% at 450m for a T-4/T-6 probe.
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The only zero-error point is the AB point at the centre of the plane, where Aa and Ab equal zero,
but along the discontinuity line, the variation of the depth-error is minimum, as the depth-error curve is
more or less symmetrical about the zero-error axis (Fig. Al. 1, curve 4). Thus the isolines define a central
area, elongated along the discontinuity line, where the depth-error is small even when the a b coefficients
are quite different from those of the reference equation.

Maximum Relative Depth-Error

The depth-error can be expressed as a relative depth-error (i.e. divided by its actual depth). In
that case the relative depth-error is:

AZ/  Z= (Aa - Abt) / (A - Bt) with  t  in [0, (17)

This hyperbolic equation is maximum either at the surface or at the maximum depth tM, as the
time satisfying the discontinuity condition (t = A/B) is generally an order of magnitude greater than tM.
Hence the maximum relative depth-error is expressed by:

(Az / z )0 = Aa /A at the surface (18)

or (Az / ZM)M = (Aa - AbtM) / (A - BtM) at ZM, with tM << A/B (19)

The equation for an isoline i is either:

Aa = i A maximum error at the surface (20)

or Aa = i (A - BtM) + tM Ab maximum error at ZM (21)

depending upon the position on the a-b plane. The isoline is diamond shaped (Fig. A1.3), as both
equations are linear. When the maximum error is at the surface, the isoline is parallel to the b axis.

Following the same definitions as in the above maximum absolute depth-error:

the transfer line is: Aa = A Ab / B (22)

and the discontinuity line is: Aa = A tM Ab / (2A - B tM) (23)

the intersection of an isoline i with the transfer line is: Ab = i B Aa = iA (24)

and the intersection with the discontinuity line is: Ab = i (B - 2A / tM) Aa = - iA (25)

Maximum Absolute Depth-Error Expressed as a Relative Error

The relative depth-error, when maximum at the surface, represents a very small absolute depth-
error at shallow depths. Thus a more useful compromise is to express the two maximum absolute depth-
errors relative to their actual depth:

AzeM / ZeM = Aa Ab / (2A Ab - B Aa) with teM in [0, tM] first derivative error (26)

or A zM / ZM = (Aa - Ab tM) / (A - B tM) deepest error (27)

The relative deepest error is identical to the relative error at the maximum depth, but the relative
first derivative error is situated at ZeM (generally below l00m) rather than at the surface, and it represents
a significant depth-error (maximum of the absolute depth-error, see Fig. Al. 1, curves 3 and 4).
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Figure A1.4: Maximum absolute depth-error expressed as a relative error on the same u-b planes as in Fig.
A1.2: i) The full lines are absolute maximum depth-error isolines, expressed in percentage of the depth at which
the error occurs.

ii) The dotted lines (T) are the transfer lines where the relative first derivative depth-error is located at the
maximum depth (450m or 800m). The dash-dotted lines (D) are the discontinuity lines where the relative first
derivative error (at ZeM = 153m (T-4/T-6) or 277m (T-7)) is equal to the relative deepest error (at 450m or 800m)
but of opposite sign. The upper right and lower left sectors (defined by these two lines) are areas where the relative
first derivative error is the maximum depth-error, located at ZeM (between 153m and 450m (T-4/T-6) or between
277m and 800m (T-7)). The two other sectors are areas where the relative deepest error is the maximum depth-error.

iii) The maximum depth-error of the original manufacturer’s equation ab point, marked by o., is identical to
that of Fig. Al .3.
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If i is an isoline value (Fig. Al .4), then these equations can be transformed to :

or

Aa = 2iA Ab / (iB + Ab) first derivative isoline, (teM in [0tM] ) (28)
with a singularity at Ab = -iB
and an asymptote for Aa = 2iA

Aa = i (A - B tM) + tM Ab deepest-error isoline (29)

Following the same definitions as in the above maximum absolute depth-error:

the transfer line equation is: Aa = 2 tM Ab (30)
the discontinuity line equation is: Aa = 2 teM Ab (31)

with teM = (3 -(9 -8B tM / A)l/2) A / 4B (32)
the intersection of an isoline i
with the transfer line is located at: Ab = i (A/tM - B ) Aa = 2i (A - B tM) (33)
and with the discontinuity line at: Ab = i (A/teM - B) Aa = 2i (A - B teM) (34)

On the a-b plane, the area enclosed by one of these isolines (Fig. A1.4), is twice as large as the
area enclosed by the same isoline of the maximum relative depth-error (Fig. Al .3). This reflects the rapid
increase of the relative depth-error in the first tens of meters, where the absolute depth-error is rather
small.

Statistics on the a-b plane

- Statistical ellipses of the individual ab point population

The cloud of the individual ab points, about the mean AB point, can be considered as the
distribution of two correlated quasi-normal variables. The confidence interval of such a bi-variate normal
distribution, is represented by an ellipse centred on the mean AB point (Fig. Al .5). The major axis of the
ellipse lies along the line of least rectangle, and the equation of the ellipse is (Dagnelie, 1973, Papoulis,
1981, or any treatise on bi-variate statistics):

u2 - 2ruv + v2 = c2 (35)

where r is the correlation coefficient between a and b, ±C are the intersections of the ellipse with the
axes u and v, and u, v are the normalised variables:

v= (a -A) / cra u= (b -B) / ~b (36)

where Oa, ~b are the standard deviations of a and b, respectively. Equation (35), can be resolved in v : .

v = ru ± (( r 2-1 ) u 2 c 2) 1/2

for u in [-c (1 - r 2) -1/2 , c (1 - r2) -1/2] (37)

For an ellipse n for which a is in the confidence interval [A-na, A+nG,] and b in [B-nab, B+wJ
(or equivalently u and v are in [-n, n] ), c2 is defined as:

The confidence level of the area enclosed by ellipse n, may be determined by referring to tables
of the cumulative bi-variate normal density function such as those found in Abramowitz and Stegun
(1972), Formery (1963), Lowe (1960), Owen (1956 and 1962), or Zelen and Severo (1960). For n<2, the
confidence level is dependent upon the correlation coefficient r , but if r _> 0.5 and n >_2, then the
confidence level is very close to the confidence level of a single normal variable (95°/0 for n = 2, 99.7%
for n = 3, etc.).
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Figure A1.5: Statistics on the a-b plane:
i) The dots are the 285 T-4, T-6 or T-7 individual ab points used to calculate the new T-4/T-6/T-7

reference depth-time equation (A467= 6.691 and B467 = 0.00225) The original manufacturer’s equation ab Point is
marked by (X).

ii) The dashed ellipses are the confidence intervals, at 1, 2, 3 standard deviations, of the individual ai and bi

around the mean AB467 reference point. The correlation coefficient between a’s and b’s is 0.83, therefore their
confidence levels are, respectively, 58% (and not 68%), 95% and 99.7%.

iii) The full small ellipses are the confidence intervals, at 1, 2, 3 standard-errors-of-the-mean, of the AB467

reference point. The confidence levels are the those of the individual ellipses.
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- Statistical ellipses of the mean AB point population

Because the statistical distribution of a mean is closer to normal than the original distribution,
these standard deviation ellipses can also be used to represent the confidence intervals of the mean AB
points (Fig. Al .5). For the same confidence levels and a number of ab points N, the standard deviations
to consider are the standard errors of the means:

(39)
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Appendix 2

Depth Correction Formula for Archived XBT Data

Full Correction

In order to correct the depth for archived XBT data, we must find a correction equation where
the new depth is a function only of the original depth. If z is the original depth stored with the archived
da ta ,  and  Z  i s  the  new cor rec ted  dep th ,  whi le  t is t he  t ime ,  then  :

z = a t - b t2 is t h e  o r i g i n a l  e q u a t i o n , (1)
Z = A t - B t2 is the new cor rec ted  equa t ion . (2)

In order to find a transfer function Z = f(z), the time t = (aZ - Az) / (bZ - Bz) has to be eliminated
and  the  f ina l  second  o rde r  equa t ion  becomes :

b 2Z 2+ ( a2B - abA - 2bBz ) Z + z ( bA2 -aAB + B 2
Z ) = 0 (3)

After some transformations, the solutions to (3) can be written as:

Z= c 1z + c2 ( 1 ±(1 - c3z )1/2) (4)

where c l= B / b, c2 
= (A - aB / b ) a / 2b, c3 = 4b / a2 (5)

The only physical  solution is one for which Z is positive and of the order of z (Fig. A2.1). With
cl, c2, c3 of the order of 1, 102 to 104, and 10-4, respectively, one can easily see that, in (4), the negative
root  solution only has a physical meaning:

Z= c1z + c2 (1 -(1 - c 3z )1/2) (6)

Since the original depth z is less than 1000m, c3Z is always less than 1 and the square root is
always positive, but  c1 and c2 are defined only for b # zero.

If b = 0 then (1) and (2) become:

z = a t thus b = 0 implies t = z / a
and Z=A t - B t2

or Z = Az / a - BZ
2 / a2 (7)

Z becomes a function of the remaining coefficients and is then defined without ambiguity.

Remark: Another way to calculate the new depth Z is to extract t from (1) :
t = q - ( q2 - Z / b )1/2 with  q = a /2b

and  then solve for Z, using (2).
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Correction of Absolute Depth-Error for Archived T7 XBT (800m)
o
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Figure A2.1: Full correction of the manufacturer’s depth (depth-time equation’s coefficients: a = 6.472, b =
0.00216), as a function of that depth. The new depth equation is the T-4/T-6/T-7 reference depth-time equation
(coefficients A = 6.691, B = 0.00225).
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Figure A2.2: Determination of a ‘best’ linear approximation’s coefficient to correct the manufacturer’s depth to
the new reference depth (AB point *). On the u-b plane, the ‘best’ linear correction coefficient l is found at the
intersection (0) of the [00 ab] full line locus of the linear corrections, with the discontinuity line (dash-dotted D line)
locus of the minimum depth-errors. The dotted lines are the ±lm maximum absolute depth-error isolines and the
transfer line (T).
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Absolute Error induced by linear correction for T467 (800m)
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Figure A2.3: Depth-errors induced by a linear approximation of the full correction shown in Fig. A2.1. i) The
upper figure shows the absolute depth-error induced by using the three ‘best’ linear coefficients calculated with the
technique described in Fig. A2.2: absolute error coefficient (full la line), absolute error expressed as a relative error

(dash-dotted lar line), relative error (dotted lr line). ii) The lower figure shows the relative depth-error induced by
using the same coefficients.
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Correction by Linear Approximation

Since the full correction curve is nearly linear (Fig. A2.1), it is of interest to estimate the
lmagnitude of the error made by using a linear correction approximation:

Z 1 = l z where l is a constant (8)
or z1   =  l (a t - b t2) where a, b are the original coefficients

if Aa  = l a -A and Ab = lb -B, where A, B are the new coefficients (9)
the error is Az1   = Aa t - Ab t2

l is unknown but, on the a-b plane, the locus of l (ab) is the line [00, ab]. On the other hand, as
shown in Appendix 1, the maximum depth-error is minimised when an ab point is on the discontinuity
line. Therefore, the best linear correction coefficient l is found when l (ab) is at the intersection of the
discontinuity line with the [00, ab] line (Fig. A2.2). The maximum depth-error can be expressed as an
absolute error or a relative error, each of these having its own discontinuity line. Therefore several ‘best’
linear coefficients can be computed by using the results from Appendix 1, and replacing Au and Ab by
their values (9):

-Maximum absolute depth-error:

Aa = 2 te M  Ab discontinuity line (Al.1 5)
with t e M= ( 21/2-1) tM where tM is the time of the maximum-depth

so la = (A - 2B teM) / (a - 2b teM) (lo)

-Maximum relative deuth-error:

Aa = AtM Ab / (2A - B tM)

so lr  = 2A (A - B tM) / (a(2.A

discontinuity line (Al .23)

 - B tM) - Ab tM) (11)

-Maximum absolute depth-error expressed as a relative error:

Aa = 2te M  Ab discontinuity line (Al.3 1)
with teM= ( 3- (9 -8B tM/ A)1/2 ) A / 4B

so 1a r
== (A- 2B teM) / (a - 2b teM) (12)

These coefficients give their ‘best’ linear approximation by distributing the error more or
less symmetrically (Fig. Al. 1, curve 4), with the magnitude of the error at the maximum depth
equal, but of opposite sign, to the magnitude of the error at a higher level. The choice between
these different 1 depends upon the result searched for. But lar seems to be a good compromise,
reducing both the absolute and the relative errors, to a global optimum (Fig. A2.3).
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