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COMMENTS BY DR, A, AYALA-CASTANARES
CHATRMAN IOC

Attached is a copy of the Summary Report of the nineteenth session of
ICSPRO.

I would like to draw yonr attention, in particular, to the following
itemss

2. Item 3 Resolution IC-X,3 Marine Scientific Resesrch in the
Mediterranean

Item 5 Future role and functions of the Commission
3« Resolution BC-XI.7 Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

Resolution EC-XI,17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 1981/1982
Biennium

4. Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

6e Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO officers concerned with THMA,
Unesco, 16 - 17 November 1978

2 Item 3 Resolution EC=X.3 Marine Scientific Research in the
Mediterranean

The Committee decided that any document prepared by the Secretary for
submiggion to the Assembly should be cleared with the other co-sponsors of
the Co-operative Investigations in the Mediterranean (CIM).

The Assembly may wish to note the remarks by the representative of
UNEP under this items This does not make it any easier to reach a decision
at this stage on the future of the Oparational Unit for CIM,

Item 5 Future Role and Functions of the Commission

I presented the Committee with details of the outcome of the second
session of the HG/FUROF, December 1978, and on the report, including the
18 recommendations presented to the Executive Council at its eleventh
session (doc. IOC/HC~XI/21).

I algo distributed copies of the WG/FUROF document on Future Directions
for the I0C's Marine Science Programme (doc. IOC/Wi~-FUROF-II/12), with a
request for comments by mid=-May 1979.

The reaction of the Committee was positive and comments were promised,

3. Consideration of the adopted resolutions of the eleventh session of the
I0C Executive Council (FC~XI), México City, 26 February = 3 Maroh 19

Resolution EC=~XI.7 Western Pacific ‘E‘I'PAC}

Attention was drawn to the invitation of the Executive Council to FAO
(and its IPFC) to participate in the work of the WESTPAC Task Team, on
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"Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring using commercially exploited shell-
fish as determinants". However, the representatives of FAO were unwilling to
make any commitments at this time.

Resolution BC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 1981/1982 Biennium

The Secretary explained the further changes that were being incorporated
in document IOC/BUPLANAI/2 reve 3 and their relevance to the ICSPRO agencies
and UNEP. I recalled that the ICSPRO agencies had been consulted during the
preparation of this document and would be again for future budget documents.

4«  Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

The Assembly might wish to note paragraph 3 of the report of this item
concerning the establishment of a Regional Organization with its own Secretariat
to co=ordinate the implementation of the Kuwait Action Plan. This arrangement
took the Committee by surprise and confirmed them in their view that it was
undesirable for the Commimsion to accept any role as a co-ordinating mechanism
for the ICSPRO agencies in regard to activities which deal with marine
scientific research (in particular baseline studies and monitoring of marine
pollution), as had been proposed by UNEP.

The Committee further agreed that such a decision did not compromise
IOC*s role as a "joint specialized mechanism". ICSPRO Agencies would continue
to look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co—ordination activities.
Furthermore the Committee found no objection to IOC continuing to execute
UNEP projects, as IOC's right to do so has already been confirmed by Unescoe

I reminded the Committee that IOC had prepared the draft management plan
as a consequence of a UNEP invitation Yo ICSPRO=XVIII "to entrust IOC, under
the overall co—ordination of UNEP, with the co-ordination of those ICSFRO
agency activities which deal with marine research (in particular with baseline
studies and monitoring of marine pollution)". The Secretary had on that
occasion indicated the problems involved but the representuative of UNEP had
however ingisted that IOC take on this task in its role as a joint
specialized mechanism for the ICSPRO agencies.

6o Report of the fifth meeti of the ICSPRO Officers concerned with TEMA
Unesco, 13 - 17 November 1975

I invited the ICSPRO Agencies to submit further comments or recommen~
dations on the subject of the future structure and terms of reference of the
Working Committee for TEMA in time for consideration by an ad hoc group which
had been formed to consider the matier furthey and which wouvld work by corres—
vondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly, 15 October = 3 November 1979.
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1 (a) Opening of the session

. The nineteenth session of the Inter-secretariat Committee
on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography (ICSPRO) opened at 10.00
on Monday 26 March 1979 in the United Nations Office at Geneva.

Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero, Director, United Nations External
Relations and Inter—Agency Affairs, Geneva, welcomed the participants
on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In his
opening statement, Mr. Quijano-Caballero drew attention to the increasing
importance of regional co-operation and the fact that the General Assembly
resolution on the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations, as well as other resolutions, have generated considerable
impetus toward establishing a proper framework for improving regional
co-operation and decentralization of certain activities. The full text
of Mr. Quijano-Caballero's statement is attached as Annex II.

The list of documents is given in Annex ITI and the list
of participants in Annex IV.

1 (b) Adoption of the agenda

The agenda (Annex I) was adopted with the addition of a
number of sub-items under item 7 - Any other business.

2. Matters arising from the report of the eighteenth gesgion
of the Committee (ICSPRO-XVIII, Geneva, 27-30 September 1978)

Item 2 IOC Scientific Advisory Board

The Secretary IOC reported that the IOC Scientific Advisory
Board was holding its ‘fourth session in Paris, concurrently with this
gession. He informed the Committee that SAB had carried out an in-depth
study of GIPME which had been presented to the Executive Council at its
recent eleventh session. This had been well received -and had been passed
with comments and additional material to the Working Committee for GIFME
and the Joint Working Committee for IGOSS for their mutual consideration
and action on the recommendations therein.

The Secretary IOC also recalled that this was the last session
of the SAB in its present form, before its structure and terms of reference
are reviewed by the IOC Assembly.

Membership of UNEP in the Committee

The representative of UNEP confirmed that the position of his
agency had not changed since the last session, i.e. before deciding on
membership, in its own right in ICSPRO, UNEP would need further
clarification on the way the ICSPRO agencies are intending to use IOC
as their "joint specialized mechanism".

Ttem 3 Resolution EC-X.3 Marine Scientific Research in
the Mediterranean

The Secretary IOC recalled that he had been instructed to hold
discussions with interested Member States to obtain their views as to which
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are the most important scientific problems in the Mediterranean, which of
these require the support and assistance of the IOC and at what level of
priority and what type of organizational structure, if any, should be
established within the IOC to deal with these needs. He reported that he
had already started these discussions and would be preparing a paper for
the forthcoming Assembly session. It was agreed that any paper produced
should be cleared with the other co-sponsors of the Co-operative
Investigations in the Mediterranean (CIM).

The representative of UNEP reported that the intergovernmental
meeting of Mediterranean Coastal States, Geneva, 5-10 February 1979,
did not reach a decision on the site fur the Co-ordination Unit of the
Mediterranean Action Plan and it would therefore remain in Geneva for the
next two years until February 1981 when a decision would be made, by vote
if necessary. He remarked that it might be possible to give the Operational
Unit of CIM a certain role linked with the MAP Co-ordination Unit, il the
co—gponsors of CIM so desire.

Item 4 Confidentiality of data

The representative of UNEP reported that though some countries
insisted on the inclusion of a let-out clause regarding restriction of
certain data, in fact all data received so far by UNEP had been unclassified.
The Secretary IOC noted that in approving a Working Relationship Letter of
Agreement with the Comisién Permanente del Pacifico Sur (CPPS), the I0C
Executive Council had insisted that a clause referring to classified
data be deleted.

Item 5§ Future Role and Functions of the Commission

The Chairman IOC reported briefly on developments since the
last session of the Committee. He informed the Committee that the Working
Group on FUROF had held its second session in December 1978 and had
presented a report, incorporating a number of recommendations, to the
Executive Council (doc. IOC/EC-XI/21).

The Executive Council had adopted a resolution (EC-XI.15 -
see item 3 below) forwarding certain amendments to Articles 1 and 2
of the Statutes to the Assembly, where the Working Group had supported
these unanimously. Decisions on other proposed amendments had bheen
deferred until supplemeutary information had been provided.

He also informed the Committee that the WG/FUROF document
on Puture Directions for the IOC's Marine Science Programme
(doc. IOC/WG-FUROF-II/12) had now been finalized. Copies were
distributed to participants with a request for comments by mid-May 1979.
The Secretary IOC confirmed that copies would be sent out to
Member States of IOC and the Advisory Bodies very shortly with the same
deadline for responses.

3. Consideration of the adopted resolutions of the eleventh
session of the IOC Executive Council (EC-XI), Mexico City,
26 February - 3 March 1979

The Secretary IOC introduced the resolutions adopted at the
eleventh session of the IOC Executive Council and drew attention to
matters he considered to be of interest or concern to the ICSPRO agencies.

r
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Resolution EC-XI.1 Globai Atmospheric Regearch Programme (GARP)

This resolution supplements resolution EC-X.4. Investigation
of Processes in the Major Ocean Areas and also the instruction given to
the Secretary by the IOC Assembly to conduct a census of on-going
programmes of long time-series of observations of climate (ref: doc.
I0C/EC-X/3, item 5.5.3).

The JOC of GARP and SCOR were developing a Pilot Ocean
Monitoring Study (POMS) and a joint SCOR/IOC Committee on Climatic
Changes and the Ocean (CCCO) had been formed and would hold its first
meeting in Miami in September 1979.

Resolution BEC-XI.4 The IOC Association for the Cafibbean and
adjacent regions (IOCARIBE)

The representative of FAO reported excellent co-operation
between IOCARIBE and the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission
(WECAFC). This would be enhanced by the forthcoming move of the
IOCARIBE Secretariat to San José, Costa Rica.

Reference was made to the forthcoming Werkshop of Coastal
Area Management and Development in the Caribbean Region which is now
scheduled to be held in Mexico in September 1979. It was stressged that
the official letters of invitation should clarify the assignment of
responsibilities amongst the co-sponsoring bodies.

Resolution EC-XI.7 Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

The Secretary I0C reported on the outcome cf three meetings
that had been held recently in Tokyo: the 4th (terminal) CSK Symposium;
a two-day WESTPAC Workshop; and the first session of the IOC Working
Group for WESTPAC. The reports of these meetings would be distributed
shortly.

He drew attention in particular to the various activities
that the Working Group had decided to implement initially, including a
physical oceanographic monitoring project as a component of IGOSS and a
Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring project using commercially
exploited shellfish as determinants. Task teams were being formed
to supervise these two projects and the Executive Council had invited
FAO (and its IPFC) to participate fully in the work of the second Task Team.

The representatives of FAO stated that they were not at this
time able to make any commitments in the area and anyhow as far as
fisheries were concerned, the mangrove problems- and related aquaculture
were far more important for the region. Co-ordination of these
activities wag discussed later (see item 7(d) below).

The representative of the United Nations drew attention to a
UN(OETO)-CCOP/SOPAC Seminar on Coastal Area Development which would be
held in Manila in November 1979. He invited participation by other
agencies.
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Resolution EC-XI.8 The Phenomenon known as "il Nino"

The representative of WMO reported that concern had been expressed
that joint sponsorship of the Working Group might hamper zo=-ordination of
activities; this had proved to be unfounded. A planning meeting to
co-ordinate the implementation of activities recommended by the Working
(i; up would be held later in the year.

The representative of FAO stated that in his view activities
in this region, in particular those in support of fisheries, should be
made self sufficient as soon as possible.

The Chairman IOC stressed that the most important priority
for the region was to build up sufficient manpower to undertake all the
necessary tasks and the project could not become self sufficient until
this was done.

Resolution EC~XI.9 International Bathymetric Chart of the
Mediterranean (IBCM)

The Secretary I0C drew attention to the decision to set up
temporary disciplinary groups to produce overlay sheets in different
fields and asked for assistance with, and advice orn, those dealing with
chemistry and biology.

Resolution EC-XI.11 Joint IOC/WMO Working Committee for IGOSS

In reference to recommendation JWC-IGOSS-I.2 National
Representatives for IGOSS, the representative of WMO suggested that
10C has too many points of contact and it would be a considerable step
forward to rduce these to one for each country. The Secretary IOC
recognized the criticism but suggested that this was due to the basic
infrastructure of oceanography which is much more fragmented than meteorology
in most countries. However, he agreed that this was a step towards
achieving this goal.

Resolution EC-XI.12 Continuation of Drifting Buoy Observations
witnin IGOSS after the First GARP Global
Experiment (FGGE)

The Secretary IOC drew particular attention to this new
technology which had been developed for FGGE but would almost certainly
become one of the main sources of meteorological and oceanographic
data from ocean areas with a low density of shipping, particularly
the southern hemisphere, in the next decade. The task of the proposed -
new mechanism would be to act as a focal point for co-ordinating
international drifting buoy programmes.

Resolution EC-XI.13 Marine Science Terminolozies

The representative of Unesco stressed that the present ASFIS
thesaurus was inadequate for marine science needs in regard to the
diversity of the terms required.
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Resolution EC~XI.14 Ninth sesgion of the IOC Working Committee on IODE

The Secretary I0C drew attention to the final preambular paragraph
in this resolution and the message to UNEP and other organizations involved
in Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring Programmes which appears under
recommendation IODE-IX.?2 - Marine Environmental Data Availability.

In reference to recommendation IODE-IX.% - Co-operation with
WMO on Marine Environmental Data Management, the representative of WMO
reported that an informal planning meeting for this project was being
arranged in September:1979.

Resolution EC-XI.15 Proposed Amendments to the Statutes
) .

The Secretary IOC drew the attention of the Committee to the
proposed amendments to Articles 1 and 2 of the IOC Statutes which would
be passed to the IOC Asgsembly in October 1979 and the Unesco General
Conference in September 1980. He stressed that the amendments to
Article 1 in which IOC is described as "a body with functional autonomy
within the framework of Unesco" was intended as a clarification of the
present legal and constitutional status of IOC, not as a change of status.

Resolution EC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 1981/1982
' Biennium

The Secretary IOC explained the further changes that were being
incorporated in this document (doc. IOC/BUPLAN-I/2 rev.3) as a result of
comments and criticisms made by the Executive Council. These dealt with
two main points: i) the presentation of ICSPRO agency and UNEP support
to I0OC, and funding of Jjoint activities; and ii) better presentation of
priorities within programmes.

He said that copies of the final document IOC/BUPLAN-I/2 rev.4
would be sent to ICSPRO agencies and UNEP as soon as it has been
finalized, to allow time for them to prepare comments for consideration
by the IOC Assembly at its eleventh session. The document would not be
revised again to incorporate these comments.

The Chairman IOC recalled that the ICSPRO agencies had been
consulted during the preparation of this document and the same procedure
would be followed in future exercises.

4. Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

Mr. R. C. Griffiths, Assistant Secretary IOC, intrdduced a
paper entitled "The relationship of IOC to the ICSPRO Agencies and UNEP
in the context of the Kuwait Action Plan" (doc. ICSPRO-XIX/5) and also the
revised Management Plan for the Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring
Components of the Kuwait Action Plan. He recalled that two issues were
involved: +the management of agency participation in the Kuwait Action Plan,
with the possible role of the Secretary IOC in this; and the connexion
between the IOC role in the Plan and UNEP's membership of ICSPRO.
The revised Management Plan differed from the first draft in omitting all
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projects not bearing significantly on marine pollution research and
monitoring (therefore it no longer referred to reveral projects considered
originally), and in omitting much of the operational detail (though this
does not signify the invalidity of much of ihis detail). "The general
structure and principles were retained. He noted that the restriction

of the Management Plan places a greater burden of co-ordination on FAO
since it was proposed that three of the projects, for which I'AO is the
le~d Organization, be combined into one to be co-ordinated and executed

by IFAO.

The representative of UNEP explained that the intergovernmental
experts' meelting had been postponed and was now scheduled for 19 May 1979
to allow Iran to participate but this had not yet been confirmed. He
further stated that Member States' ratification of the Kuwait Regional
Convention for co-operation on the Protection of the Marine linvironment
from Pollution is proceeding rapidly. Three of the eight states have
filed their instruments of ratification: Kuwait, Iragq and Qatar. Bahrain
has declared by cable that it will do so and Saudi Arabia is expected to
do so in April or May. The Convention will enter into force 90 days
following the date of deposit of five such instruments.

The Convention once it comes into force, establishes a Regional
Organization with its own Secretariat to co-ordinate the implementation
of the Action Plan and UNEP would transfer all its responsibilities for the
Interim Secretariat to the Regional Organization. Thereafter United
Nations Agencies would deal with the Regional Organization rather than
UNEP, although UNEP might be asked by the Regional Organization to remain '
associated with the future development of the Action Plan. He estimated
that a Conference of the Contracting Parties probably could not be called
before early 1980 in order to establish the Regional Organization. Thus
it might be a year or more before UNEP transfers its pregsent responsibility
for the co-ordination of the Action Plan. : f

He assured the Committee that UNEP's policy was to work through
the Agencies, but that the Regional Organization, when established, could
proceed in some other fashion if it so desired. He hoped it would continue
arrangements already in existence.

In response to discussion, he went on to explain that the
proposed experts' meeting in May will review the substantive content
of the draft programme document (doc. UNEP/WG.23/3) prepared jointly
. by all ICSPRO Agencies, with regard to objectives, appropriateness
of the work plan, budget, etc. Priorities for the projects would be
get. He said that some staging in time of the projects was likely as
all of the funds are not yet available, although sufficient money has been
received to allow a start to be made.

With regard to the draft management plan prepared by IOC,
- the Committee agreed that its purpose was to guide the Agencies and
that it should not be presented for consideration by the proposed
experts' meeting.

The Committee agreed that a consensus exists on the substantive
content of the draft programme document for the implementation of the
environmental assessment and management components of the Kuwait Action




ICSPRO-XIX/3, p.7

Plan. However the Committee further noted that the work plan would be
delayed by almost a year because of postponement of approval by the
experts' group and because of the summer climate in the region.

The Committee agreed that the IOC was not the appropriate
body to co-ordinate the activities of the Agencies in the Kuwait Action
Plan. This task should be carried out initially by UNEP, acting as the
Interim Secretariat for the Kuwait Action Plan.

The Committee further agreed that this did not compromise
IOC's role as a joint specialized mechanism. ICSPRO Agencies would
continue to look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co-ordination
activities. Furthermore the Committee found no objection to IOC
continuing to execute UNEP projects, as I0C's right to do so has
already been confirmed by Unesco. Although the substance of the
management plan was not discussed, the representative of I0OC pointed
out that all tasks lisied therein for the IOC, the Interim Secretariat
and the individual project managers are tasks that will need to be
undertaken.

The Chairman IOC reminded the Committee that IOC had prepared
the draft management plan as a consequence of a UNEP invitation to
ICSPRO-XVIII "to entrust IOC, under the overall co-ordination of UNEP,
with the co-ordination of those ICSPRO agency activities which deal
with marine research (in particular with baseline studies and.
monitoring of marine pollution)". The Secretary IOC had on that
occasion indicated the problems involved but the representative of
UNEP had however insisted that IOC take on this task in its role as
a joint specialized mechanism for the ICSPRO agencies.

5 Regional Co-operation in Marine Science

a) Consultant's report

The Secretary IOC introduced a report, with the above title,
which had been prepared by a consultant, Dr. Lewis M. Alexander, for ICSPRO.

It was recalled the the report had been prepared in response
to a decision taken at the seventeenth session of ICSPRO when the agencies
had called for the preparation of a Report which would consist of three
parts:

¢
I. A review of the present state of existing regional

bodies within and outside the U.N, system dealing
wholly or in part with matters relating to marine
science and its applications.

II. Trends or developments of particular importance affecting
marine science and its applications, together with a
review or exposé of what problems are foreseen (or are
already being experienced) and the general issues involved.

III. Proposed solutions to these problems.

I0C, acting as a "joint specialized mechanism" for the ICSPRO
agencies, had retained the services of a consultant to prepare a report
covering Parts I and II above and it had been the intention that Part III
would_be prepared by the ICSPRO agencies when this was complete.

o~
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He noted further that the Committee had decided at its
eighteenth session to hold a meeting in January 1979 to consider the
matter (doc. ICSPRO-XVIII/3, item 6(f)) but this had been postponed at
the request of FAO which agency was then reviewing its policy with
regard to regional subsidiary bodies.

The representative of FAO confirmed that at the present time

his agency had the strengthening and decentralization of all FAO sponsored
regional bodies under review. It was the opinion of FAO that this review
must proceed very carefully, taking fully into account the views of Member
States. Tor this reason the review would take at least two years to
complete and it was intended that the matter be discussed again by the FAO
Council at its 1980 meeting. In view of this timetable, he could not
agree to the general dissemination to Member States at this time of

the internal ICSPRO report, bearing the name of FAO as a co-sponsor.

The representative of the United Nations expressed similar
doubts, in particular with the consultant's references to the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and its Informal Composite
Negotiating Text (ICNT). His timetable was that OETO had to report to
ECOSOC on "Uses of the Sea' in 1981; this document would contain a section
on regional arrangements.

Other agencies supported these views and there was a general
consensus that the report as it now stands, should be treated solely as
an internal document for the use of ICSPRO agencies. TFor this purpose
it was considered an excellent background report which was welcomed,
as it would be of considerable benefit to members of ICSPRO for their
own activities.

The representative of UNEP pointed out, however, that there
were a number of factual errors in the report, besides certain conclusions
which were those of the Consultant and were not acceptable to his agency.

The representative of IMCO pointed out that the report had
exceeded its original terms of reference in that it dealt with many aspects
of regional co-operation in marine affairs. TFAO shared this view.

The Secretary IOC drew attention tc the fact that he had to
present a report on the subject to the forthcoming eleventh session
of the IOC Assembly in October/November 1979 and that he had hoped
to place the document before his Member States in its present form.

~ After considerable discussion, it was decided that Chapters
1-4 and the Appendices could be used as the factual basis for a document

to be presented by the Secretary IOC. All references to the ICNT would
be removed and factual errors would be corrected.

A1l agencies were asked toreview chapters 1-4 and the Appendices
and to send in a list of corrections to the Secretary IOC by 30 April 1979.

The Committee decided to keep the matter under review and
to place it on the agenda for the next session.
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b) Second Interagency Meetihg on the Regional Seas

The representative of UNEP reported that a Second Iateragency
Meeting on the Regional Seas - to review UNEP's p'ans relaied to the
marine environment and the interest of the agencies in these activities -
would be held at FAO, Rome, 23-25 July 1979. The conclusions of this
meeting would be used as input for a thematic joint programming :
meeting, at present schoduled to be held in Rome, 22-26 Octlober 1979.
Tt was pointed out that the latter dates were unacceptable if marine
science and marine pollution programmes were to be discussed, as they
clash wiih the eleventh session of the I0C Assembly.

The representative of UNEP informed the Committee that a
second draft of the Plan of Action fuor the Gulf of Guinea region is
under preparation and would be sent out to all agencies shortly. Ie
pointed out that UNEP goes to considerable lengths to ensure that all
agencies are informed of his agency's plans and expressed the hope that
reciprocal action would be taken by the agencies.

c) ASFIS Register of Activities

Tt was recalled that the ACC Sub-~Committee on Marine Affairs
had pioneered an ASFIS register of activities listing plans and programmes
of work for each agency. When the decision was taken to stop regular
sessions of the ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs, it had been
confirmed that the register would be continued. The Committee concurred
fully that there was a need for all agencies to be kept fully informed
of all plans and ongoing activities.

6. ' ngorﬁ of the fifth meeting of the TC3PRC Officers concerned
: with TEMA, Unesco, 16-17. November 1978

The representative of Unesco and the Secretary of IOC outlined
the present status&of activities covered by the report. They further
indicated that the proposed terms of reference for the Working Committee
for TEMA had been considered by the IOC Executive Council at its eleventh
session and an ad hoc group had been formed to consider the matter further.
This would work by correspondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly
(15 October - 3 November 1979). The Chairman of IQOC invited the TEMA
officers of the Agencies to submit further comments or recommendations
on the subject to the Fourth Vice-Chairman.

The representative of FAO noted that the input from his agency
to TEMA activities in the CINCW1O region would be through the Indian
‘Ocean Programme. '

The Committee approved the TEMA Officers' report and further
recommended that the TEMA Officers meet at an early date, following
consultation on a draft agendajwith such items as the following: (i)
recommendations concerning the Working Committee for TEMA; (ii) follow-up
activities concerning the training of marine technicians, and the
introduction of oceanography and the marine environment into seccndary
schools' curricula; (iii) preparation of the workshop on curricula in
fisheries sciencej and (iv) TEMA aspects of ocean engineering and marine
technology.




ICSPRO-XIX/3, p.10

The representative of TAO reported that no budgetary provisions
had been made for the FFAO share of the proposed Workshop to develop
curricula in Fishery Science at University and/or post-graduate level
(document IOC-TEMA/ICSPRO-V/3, Appendix I). The representative of Unesco
confirmed that the Unesco share would be forthcoming and urged the
representative of FAO to reconsider the matter. The representative of
'AQ0 agreed to do so.

7. Any other business

(a) 'Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

The representative of the United Nations reported that there was
little new information that he could give the Committee since its lasgt
segsion. The subject of Marine Scientific Research is not under active
consideration at the present time but may be taken up later in the current
gession. A revised text of the ICNT is likely to become available by the
end of the eighth session of the Conference.

(b) United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development (UNCSTD)

The representative of Unesco briefed the Committee on the state of
preparations for UNCSTD, which is now scheduled to be held in Vienna, 20-31
August 1979. He also briefed the Committee on the International Colloquium
on Science, Technology and Society (FORUM A)-to be held in Vienna, 13-17
August 1979, which is being organized by the U.N. Advisory Committee on
the Application of Science and Technology to Development.

The representative of Unesco further pointed out that Unesco
is 'congidering the preparation of an exhibit to be presented at FFORUM A
and UNCSTD., Tentatively, the exhibit would portray scientific information
and marine science as examples of the application of science and technology
for development. He invited comments of the Committee and expressed
Unesco's willingness to collaborate with interested agencies, where
possible, within the limits of finances and content of exhibit. The Committee
congidered that time was too short and resources too limited to organize
such an exhibit of high quality. If the agencies have any further comments,
they should communicate these to the Chief of the Division of Marine
Sciences, Unesco, before 6 April 1979. ’

(c) Remote Sensing

The representative of the United Nations recalled that at its
eighteenth session, the Committee had invited the Bemote Sensing Unit
of ‘the U.N. Centre for Natural Resources to advige it on the feasibility
of holding a series of regional seminars in Remote Sensing Applications
(ref. document ICSPRO-XVIII/3, item 2). He presented verbally a short
report from the head of the Remote Sensing Unit, Dr. K.-H. Szekielda,
in which he offered to provide additional assistance to look into the
financial implications and identify possible supporting sources, using
in particular Danish facilities. The representative of the United Nations
reported that he had also just received a cable in which support was
offered by the International Training Centre, Enschede, Netherlands.
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The Committee decided to consider the matter further at its
next session when hopefully the long-awaited IOC Technical Series publication
would be available.

(d) Mangroves ¢

The representative of UNEP outlined the place of the mangrove
ecosystem in South-east Asia in respect to UNEP's preparation of a
regional seas action plan for the region. He indicated that the ASEAN
countries have particularly urged UNEP to be active in this area.
He described UNEP's co-operation with FAO in a regional project. He
urged all agencies to contribute to the preparation of the action plan,
which should be completed towards the end of 1980. '

The representative of Unesco described the programme of his
agency concerning the mangrove ecosystem, emphasizing that it is intended
to be complementary to that of FAQO and to provide an input to regional
action plans, such as that of UNEP. He recalled a seminar on the uses
of the mangrove, which had been held in Bangladesh in December 1978,
and drew the attention of the Committee to the SCOR/Unesco Working
Group on Mangrove Ecosystems (SCOR WG60) and to the existence of a
draft UNDP regional programme on mangrove research and training. He
egpecially invited FAO and UNEP to participate and provide support to
participants in the Agian Symposium on the Mangrove Marine Environment
planned to be organized by Unesco in South-east Asia in the first half
of 1980. The symposium is to be followed by a small workshop to summarize
recommendations for research needed for knowledge on, and management of,
the mangrove ecosystem. -

The representative of FAQ indicated that FAO dealt with both the
fisheries and forestry aspects of the mangroves. The Secretary IOC
drew attention to WESTPAC recommendations concerning marine pollution
using commercially exploited shellfish as determinants, and large-scale
physical oceanographic monitoring of the region (within the framework
of IGOSS), as being pertinent to the regional seas plan of action.

(e) Meetings on Coastal Area Problems

The representative of the United Nations announced that a meeting
is being organized on coastal area development and management in South-east
Asia, to be held in Manila in November 1979, in co-~operation with CCOP
(of ESCAP) and the German foundation for Development. CCOP mnd the
foundation will each fund one participant from each country of the
region. He invited UNEP and interested agencies to help fund the
resource specialists and other costs.

The representative of the United Nations and the Secretary IOC
further announced that the IOC/UN/Unesco/UNU/UNEP Workshop on Coastal
Area Development and Management in the Caribbean Region would be held
in Mexico, most likely in September 1979.

8. Date and Place of next sesgion

Concerning scheduling of the next meeting of ICSPRO the
Committee recognized that much specialized ICSPRO co-ordination and
co-operation occurs on a continuing basis in programmes such as
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IDOE, TEMA, IGOSS, FGGE, GIPME, IODE, ASFIS, ODAS, Coastal Area Development,
etc. Thus a major function of ICSPRO is to review and confirm co-operation
in these various programmes amongst the ICSPRO Agencies in a timely fashion.

The representative of the FAO suggested that it might be
preferable to hold the next session of the Committee after the IOC
Agsembly when knowledge of the decisions taken thereat could be
congidered,

This was agreed in principle but when investigated, it was found
that the period immediately after the Assembly was unsuitable to most agencies.

After discussion, two alternatives were tentatively agreed:
(i) 17-19 December 1979 at IMCO headquarters, ILondon;

(ii) In conjunction with a possible ad hocr meeting of the
ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs.

9. Adoption of the Summary Report of the session

The Summary Report of the session (document ICSPRO-XIX/3 -
this document) was adopted.

10. Closure of the session

The Committee expressed its great appreciation to Mr. D.P.D. Scott,
Secretary IOC, for his long devoted and effective service as Secretary
~of ICSPRO. The smooth functioning and success of ICSPRO is directly
related to his fine efforts.

The Chairman closed the session at 12.55 on Wednesday 28 March

1979.
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Opening Statement by Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero,
Director, UN BExternal Relations and Inter-Agency
Affairs, Geneva

On behalf of the United Nations, I have the pleasure of welcoming
you to the Palais des Nations for the nineteenth session of the Inter-
secretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography.

As you have a rather heavy agenda for your two-day session, I will be
very brief in my remarks.

It seems to me that your present session is a particvlarly important
one, coming as it does betwsen the eleventh session of the TOC Executive
Council, which was held less than a month ago in Mexico City, and the
forthcoming biennial session of the I0C Assembly to be held next fall in

Paris.

As you are well aware, the Executive Council dealt with, among other
items, the important question of the future role and functions of the IOC.
I know that the TCSPRO Agencies, including, ol course, the UN, have been
closely associated with the study of this matter and attach considerable
importance to strengthening the capabilities of the IOC in the field of
marine science. I would like to reaffirm the continuing support of the
UN for the successful outcome of this exercise.

The yuestion of regional co-operation is also one that is of particular
concern to the UN, as I believe it is for the other agencies represented here.
In the case of the UN, the General Assembly resolution on the restructuring
of the economic and social sectors of the UN, as well as other resolutions,
have generated considerable impetus toward establishing a proper framework
for improving co-operation between Headquarters and the regional commissions
and decentralizing certain activities to the Commissions in various fields,
including marine affairs. This matter has bemrn discussed at a meeting in
Rabat between the Fxecutive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions and
Beadquarters officials including Mr. Jean Ripert, the Under-Secretary-General
of the Department of International Fconomic and Social Affairs.

Increasingly, therefore, consideration of the question of regional
co-operation in marine science and more broadly, marine affairs, will need
to take account of the role of the regional commissions as they strengthen

their capabilities in this area.

T understand from Mr.Lévy that the report on Uses of the Sea to be
submitted to WCOSOC in 1980 will deal briefly with this important question of
regional co-operation and that a more detailed treatment will be provided in
a subsequent report, taking into account the results of a recent consultant
study on this subject commissioned by the ICSPRO agencies.
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In closing, I would like to reiterate United Nations sup ort for
ICSPRO, which has proved an effective co-ordination mechanism in the field
of marine science. It also results that in view of UN General Assembly
resolution 32/197 concerning the restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the 1IN system, and the decision thati the ACC Sub-Committee on
Marine Affairs should no longer exist as a permanent body, the work of your
committee will continue to be followed with great interest by the ACC and
its new subsidiary mechanisms. There is no doubt that the ICSPRO is an
outstanding example of close co-ordination between the agencies in a
specialist field of mutual interest and that the benefits to be gained
from multi-agency collaboration of this kind are indeed very considerable.

T wish you every success in your deliberations.
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1 (a) Opening ol the sescion

The nineteenth session of the Inter-secretariat Committee
on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography (ICSPRO) opened at 10.00
on Monday 26 March 1979 in ihe United Nations Office at Geneva.

Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero, Director, United Nations External
Relations and Inter-Agency Affairs, Geneva, welcomed the participants
on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 1In his
opening statement, Mr. Quijano-Caballero drew attention to the increasing
importance of regional co-oparation and the fact that the Cencral Asscmbly
resolulion on the restructuring of lLhe cconomic and social sectors of the
United Nations, as well as other resolutions, have generated considerable
impetus toward establishing a proper framework for improving regional
co-operation and decentralization of certain activities. The full text
of Mr. Quijano-Caballero's statement is atlached as Annex II.

The list of documents is given in Annex III and the list
of participants in Ammex TV.

1 (b) Adoption of the agenda

The agenda (Annex I) was adnpted with the addition of a
number of sub-items under item 7 - Any other business.

2. Matiers arising from the report of the eighteenth session
ol the Commi Chee (LCOPRO=¥VI 11, Geneva, 27=%0 September 1978)

Ttem 2 1o Seienbific Advisory Ponrd

The Secratary TOU reportod that the [0C Seientific Advisory
Boad wite holding s fourth session in Paris, concurrently with this
cesaion. e informed the Commitlec that 0AB had earried out an in-depth
gtudy of GLPMi which had been presented to the Executive Council at its
recent eleventh sevcion.  This had been well received and had been pasced
wilh comments and additional material to the Working Committee for GIPME
and the Joint Working Committee for 1GOSS for their mutual consideration
awd aelion on the recommendations therein,

Phe Secretary 10C also recalled that this was the laat session
of the SAR in its present form, before its structure and terms of reference
i

are reviewed by the IOC Assembly. :

Memberghip of UNKP in the Committec

The representative of UNEP confirmed that the position of his
agency had not changed since the last session, i.e. before deciding on
membership, in its own right in ICSPRO, UNEP would need further
elarification on the way the ICSPRO agencies are intending to use IOC
as their "joint specialized mechanism".

Ttem % Resolution RC-X.3 Marine Scientific Research in
the Mediterranean

The Secretary I0C recalled that he had been instructed to hold
discussions with interested Member States to obtain their views as to which



ICSPRO-XIX/3, p.2

are the mogt important scientific problems in the Mediterranean, which of
these require the support and assistance of the IOC and at what level of
priovity and whal Lype of organizalional structure, if any, should be
eitablished within the T0C 1o deal with these needs. lle reported that he
had already started these discussions and would be preparing a paper for
the forthcoming Assembly session. It was agreed that any paper produced
ahruld be cleared with the other co-sponnors of the Co-operative
Investigations in the Meditervanean (CIM).

The representative of INEP reported that the intergernmental
meeting of Mediterranean Coastal States, Geneva, 5-10 Iebruary 1979,
did nol reach a decision on the site for the Co~ordination Unit of the
Mediterranean Action Plan and it would therefore remain in Geneva for the
nexl Lwo years unlil February 1981 when a deciaion would be made, by vote
i€ necessary. Je remarked that it might be possible to give the Operational
Unil of CIM a certain role linked with the MAP Co-ordination Unit, if the
co-sponsors of UIM so desire.

Ltem 4 ﬂr_)n(lifent.i.cll_i ty of data

"The representative of UNEP reported that though some countries
insisted on the inclusion of a let-out clouse regavding restriction of
certain data, in fact all data received so far by UNEP had been unclassified.
The Lecretary LOC noted thal in approving a Working Relationship Letter of
Agroement with the Comisidn Permanente del Pacifico Sur (cPPs), the I0C
xecutive Council had insisted that a clause referring to classified
data be deleted.

Ttem 5 PFuture Role and Functions of the Commission

The Chairman 100 reported briefly on developments asince the
Past geoscion of bhe Committes,  He informed Lhe Committee Lhat the Working
Gronp oon PUROR had held dte sceeond seasion in December 1978 and had
proented a veport, incorporating » number of recommendations, to the
Fxveutive Council (doc. I0C/Be-X1/21).

The Mxeenlive Council had adopted a resolution (FC-XI.15 -
seeoitem S below) Tormrding cerlain amendments tu Articles L and 2
of The Slatubess to the Assembly, where the Working Group had supported
Lhene unanimonsly. Decisions on other proposed amendments had been

doterred until supplementary information had been provided.

e mluo intomed the Commitlee that the WG/FUROE document
ot Mutnee Divecbions tor the 10C's Mavine Deience Programme
(doe. TOC/WG—FUHOF—II/l?) had now been finalized. Copies were
distribuied Lo participants with a requesl for comments by mid-May 1979.

The Seerctary 10C confirmed that copies would be sent out to
Momber States of 100 and the Advisory Bodies very shortly with the same
deadline for responses. )

3. Jonsideration of the adopted resolutions of the eleventh
ression of the TOC Fxecutive Council (FC-XI), Mexico City,
26 Pebruary - 3 March 1979 .

The, Secretary IOC introduced the resolutions adopted at the
eleventh session of the IOC Bxecutive Council and drew attention to
mittors he considered to be of interest or concern to the TICSPRO agencies.
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Resolution 10=XT.1 Global Atmncpheric llesearch Programme (CAHP)

Tis reaolution supplements resolution BEC-X.4. Investigation
of Processes in the Major Ocean Areas and also the instruction given to
the Secretary by the IOC Assembly to conduet a census of on-going
programmes of long time-serice of abservations of climate (ref: doc.
106/B0=X/%, ilem H.5.%).

The JOC of GARP and SCOR were developing a Pilot Ocean
Monitoring Study (POMS) and a joint SCOR/IOC Committee on Climatic
Chanpes and the Ocean (CCCO) had been formed and would hold its first
meeling in Miami in Ueptember 1979.

Reaolubion #0=-XT.4  'The 100 Avcociation for the Caribbean and
adjacent regions (lOUARlBE)

The representative of FAQ reported excellent co-operation
between TOUARTEE and Lthe Weslern Central Atlantic Fishery Commisscion
(WHCAFH). Thin woild be enhancoed by the forthcoming. move o the
T0CARI B Seerctariat to San Jood, Costa Rica.

Reference was made to the forthecoming Workshop of Coastal
Arca Manoggement and Development in the Caribbean Region which is now
acheduled Lo hee held in Mexieo in Ceplember 1979, T4 wan stresned that
the oftficial letters of invitation should clarify the assignment of
respunsibilitics amongst the co-sponsoring bodies.:

Resolution MC=XI.7 Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

The Secretary IOC reported on the outcome of three meetings
that had been held recently in Tokyo: the 4th (terminal) CoK Symposium;
a two-day WESTPAC Workshop; and the first session of the I0C Working
Group for WESTPAC. The reports of these meetings would be distributed
shorbly.

e drew attention in particular Lo the various aclivitbies
that the Working Group had decided Lo implement initially, including a
phvsical oceanographic monitoring projrct as a component of TGONS and -
Marine Pollution Rescarch and Monitoring project using commervclally
cxploited shellPich o determinanta, Tael Leams were heings foamed
wo pervise these two projects aind the Bxocudive Couneil had invited
PAO (el ita Il'l"t?) Lo participate fully in Lhe work of the sceond Pask Tean,

The representaltives of FAO stated that they were not at this
Lime able Lo make any commibments in the area and anyhow as far as
fichorics wore concorned, the mangrove problems and related agquaculture
wers far morve imporlant for the region.  Co-ordination of lhese
activitios was  dizceuncoed later (sec dtem 7(a) below).

. The representative of the United Nations drew attention to a
UN(ORPO)=CCOP/SOPAC Seminar on Coastal Area Development which would be
held in Manila in November 1979. le invited participation by other
agencles.,




ICSPRO-XIX/3, p.4

Resolution EC-XI.8 The Phenomenon known as "El Nino!

The representative of WMO reported that concern had been expressed
that joint sponsorship of the Working Group might hamper co-ordination of
activities; this had proved to be unfounded. A planning meeting to-
co-ordinate the implementation of activities recommended by the Working
Group would be held later in the year.

The representative of FAO stated that in his view activities
in this region, in particular thosc » support of fisheries, should be
made sell sulficient as soon as posaible.

The Chadrman 10C slressed that Lhe most important priority
for the region was o build up sufficient manpower Lo undertake all the
necessary tasks and the project could not become self sufficient until
thin wis done.

Resolubion Be=X1.9  Internationsl Pathymebric Charl of the
. Meditereancan (THOM)

The Secrelary 10C drew attention to the decision Lo scel up
temporary disciplinary proups to produc overlay sheets in different
Filelds and asked tor assistance with, and advice on, those dewling with .
chemictry and biology. (

Resolution KC-X1.11 Joint 106/WMO Working Committee for 16053

Tn reference to recommendation JW(-1G035-1.2 National
fopresenbalives for oSS, the ropreventalive of WMO sugrented that
10¢ has too many poinls of contact and it would be a considerable stlep
forward to mduce these to one for each country. The Sccretary IoC
recognined the criticism but suggested that this was duc to the basic
infrastructure of oceanography which is much more fragmented than meteorology
in most counlvics. lHowever, he agreed thal lhis was a step towards
achieving thias goil,

Hesolulion BO-X1.12  contimmalion of Drifling Buoy Observations
within TGO3S after the First GARP Global
xperiment (GG

The Leeretary 100 drew particular attention to thia new
technology which had been developed for FGGE but would almost certainly
become one of the main sources of metearologieal and onranographic
data from vcean arcas with o low density of shipping, particularly
e conthern hemisphove, in the next decade, e bask of the proposed’
new mechaniom would be to act as a foeal point for co—orvdinating
international drit'bing buoy programmnes.

Kesolntion MO-XT1.17 Marine Science Terminologies

Phee pepresentative of Ineaco sleessed that the prenent ASKID
thesaurns was inadequate for marine science needs in regard to the
diversity ol the berms required.
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Resolution EC~XI.14 Ninth sesgion of the I0C Working Committee on IODE

The Gecretary 10C drew ablention Lo the final preambular paragraph
in this resolution and the message to UNEP and other organizations involved
in Marine Pollution Rescarch and Monitoring Programmes which appears under
recommendation IODE-IX.2 - Marine linvironmental Data Availability.

Tn reference to recommendation TODRE-TX,% - Co-operation with
WMO on Marine Environmental Data Management, the represmntative of WMO
reporled that an infirmal planning meeting for this project was being
arranged in September 1979.

Reaolubion MC=XT1.1% Propoaed Amendments to the 3tatutes

The Secretary 10C drew the attention of the Committee to the
proposed amendments to Articles 1 and 2 of the I0C Statutes which would
be passed to the IOC Assembly in October 1979 and the Unesco General
Conlerence in September 1980. e stressed that the amendments to
Article T in which 10C is deseribed an "a body with functional autonomy
within the I'ramework of Unesco' was inlended as a clarification of the
precent Tegal and congtitulional status of 10C, not as a change of status.

Resolution KC-X1.17 Draft Progromme and Budget for the 1981/1982
i ennium

The Secrelary 1OC explained the further changes that were being
incorporated in this document (dve. TOC/BUPTAN-T/? rev.3) as a result of
commerts and eriticisms made by the Executive Council. These dealt with
Lwo mitin points: i) the presentation ol LCSPRO agency and UNEP support
to T0C, and funding of joint activities; and ii) better presentation of
priorvities within programmes.

fle said that copies of the {inal document TOC/BUPLAN-I/2 Rev.4
would be sent Lo 1CSIRO agencies and UL as soon as it has been
Pinalived, 1o allow time for them Lo prepaoec commente for conajderation
by the 10C Assembly al its eleventh session.  The document would not be
revised again o incorporvate Lhese conmern b,

The Chairman 100 recalled that the 1CGFRO agencies had been
congd Led daring: the preparabion of thiv docmment and the same procedure
would be 5170w in futare exercises,

4. Manacsement Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (¥AP) Region

M. Nl Ul Grilfathe, Acssictant Seeretary 106, introduced a
paper entithed "the relationship of Tot to the TUSPRO Agencies and UNEP
i the eontext of Lhe Kewait Actien Plan” (doc. ICSPRO-XIX/5) and also the
pevised Manggement Plan for the Mavine Pollulion Research and Monitoring
Components of the Kuwail Action Plan. lle recalled that two issues were
involved: the managemenl of agency participation in the Kuwait Action Plan,
with the possible role of the Secretary TOC in this; and the connexion
between the 100 role in the Plan and UNEP's membership of ICSPRO.
The lievised Management Ilan differed from the first draft in omitting all
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projects not bearing significantly on marine pollution research and
monitoring (therefore it no longer referred to several projects considered
originally), and in omitting much of the operational detail (though this
does not signify the invalidity of much of this detail). The general
struclure and principles were retained. He noted that the restriction
of the Management Plan places a greater burden of co-ordination on FAO
since it was proposed that three of the projects, for which FAO is the
lead Organization, be combined into one to be co-ordinated and executed
by TAO.

The vepresentative of UNEP explained that the intergovernmental
cxpertn' meeting had been postponed and was now scheduled for 19 May 1379
to ailow lran to parlicipate but this had not yet been confirmed. le
further stated that Member Staten' ralificntion of the Kuwait Regional
flfonvention for co-operation on the Protection of the Marine Fnvironment
lrom Pollution is proceeding rapidly. ‘'hree of the eight states have
filed their instruments of ratification: Kuwait, Trag and Qatar. Bahrain
has declared by cable thatl it will do so and Saudi Arabia is expected to
do so in April or May. 'The Convention will enter into force 90 days
following the date of deposit of five such instruments.

e Convention onee it comes into force, cstablishes a Regional
Ovpanization with its own Jecretariat to co-ordinate the implementation
of the Aclion Plan and UNEP would Lranster all its responsibilities for the
mterim Secretariat Lo the leprional Orpanization.  Thereafter United
Halions Agencies would deal with the Regional Organization rather than
UNIP, although UNMP might be asked by the Regional Organization to remain
ascaciated with the future development of the Action Plan. He estimated
thal o Conference of the Contracling Parlics probably could not be called -
bhetore early 1980 in order to velablish the Regional Organization. Thus
it migiht be a year or more before UNEP transfers its present responsibility
for the cvo-ordination of the Action Plan.

He ass.rud the Committee that UNEP's policy was to work through
the Agencics, but that the Kegional Organization, when established, could
proceed in some other fushion if it s desired. He hoped it would continue
arrangements already in existence.

In response to discussion, he went on to explain that the
proposed cxperts' meeling in May will review the subatantive content
of the dreaft programme document, (doc. UNHP/WC.Z}/B) prepared jointly
by all 1CSPRO Amencies, with regard to objectives, appropriateness ;
of the work plan, budget, ele.  DPriorities for the projecls would be
cot. e said that some staring in time of the projects wan likely as
all »f the funds are not yet available, although sufficient mone) has been
received Lo allow a start to be made.

With regurd to the dralt management plan prepared by 10¢,
the Committee agrced thal its purpose was to guide the Agencies and
that it should not be presented for consideration by the proposed
expuerbs’ meebing.

The Commitlee agreed that a consensus exists on the subslantive
content of Lhe Jdraft programme document for the implementation of the
cnvironmental assessment and management camponents of - the Kuwait Action
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Plan. However the Committee furthcr noted that the work plan would be
delayed by almost a year because of postponement of approval by the
experts' group and because of the swmmer climate in the region.

The Committee agreed that the IOC was not the appropriate
body to co-ordinate the activities of the Agencies in the Kuwait Action
Plan. This task should be carried out initially by UINEP, acting as the
Interim Secretariat for the Kuwait Action Plan.

The Committiee further agreed thatl this did not compromise
T0C"'s role as a joint specialized mechanism. ICSPRO Agencies would
continue to look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co-ordination
activities. JFurthermore the Committee found no objectic Etn TOC

continuing to execute UNEP projects, as I0C's right so has
already been confirmed by Unesco.  Althoupgh Lhe sub of the
manugement plan was nnt discussed, the representative IOC pointed
out that all tasks listed therein for the 10C, the In 1 Secretariat

and the individual project managers are tarcks that will need to be
underiaken.

The Chaiman TOC reminded Lhe CommiLtee that TO0 had prepared
the draft managemenl plan as a concequence of o UHEP invitation to
FEOPRO=BAVILE "o endrust 100, ander the overnt b co—ordinalion of INkP,
with the co~ordination of those TCSPRO ascncy activities which deal
with mavine research (in parlicular with buseline studies and
moni toring of mevine pollution)"., The Secretary 10C had on that
oceasion indicated Lhe preblems involved'but the reprenentative of
UHke had however inciated that L0C take on (his task in {ts role ag
ajoint apecialized mechanism [or the [CSPRO agencing.,

5. Reyrional Co~operation in Marine Sceience

a) Consultant's report

The Secretary TOC introduced a report, with the above title,
which had been prevared by a consultant, Dr. Lewis M. Alexander, for ICSPRO.

Tt was recalled the the report had been prepared in response
Lo a decision laken al the seventecenlh sesgion of ICSPRO when the agencies
had called for the preparation of a Report which would consist of three

parts: i
T. A review of the present state of existing regional
bodies within and outside lhe U.N. system dealing

wholly or in part with maticrs relating to marine
science and its applications. : .

11, Trends or developments of particular importance affecting
marine science and its applications, together with a
review or exposé of whal problems are foreseen (or are
al ready being experienced) and the general issues involved.

Fir. Proponced colutions Lo these problems.

I0C, acting as a "joint specialiwned mechanism" for the ICSPRO
acencies, had retained the services of a consultant to prepare a report
covering Parts 1 and 1! above and it hud becen the intention that Part IIT
would be prepared by the ICSPRO agencies when this was complete,
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He noted further that the Committee had decided at its
cighteenth session to hold a meeting in January 1979 to consider the
matter (doc. ICSPRO-XVIII/3, item 6(f)) but this had been postponed at
the request of FAO which agency was then reviewing its policy with
regard to regional subsidiary bodies.

The representative of FAO confirmed that at the present time

his agency had the strengthening and decentralization of all FAO sponsored
regional bodies under review. It was the opinion o.” FAO that this review
must procced very carvefully, taking fully into account the views of Member
States., For this reason the review would take at least two years to
~ complete and it was intended that the matter be discussed again by the FAO

Council at its 1980 meeting. In view of thias timetable, he could not
agree to the general dissemination to Member States at this time of
the inlernal 1CGPRO report, bearing the nume ol FAQO as a co-gponsor.

The representative of the United Nations expressed similar
doubls, in particular with the consultant's reflerences to the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sca and its Informal Composite
Negotiating Text (1CNT).  His timetable was that OBTO had to report to
PCOGOC o0 "Unen of Lhe Sedd i 19815 thin document would contain a nection
on roglonal arrvangementn,

Other agencies supported these views and there was a general
consensus that the report as it now stands, should be treated solely as
an internal document for the use of TCUPRO agencicen.  lFor this purpose
il owin considered an exeellent backeronnd repoct which wns welcomed,
as it would be of considerable benefit to members of IC5PRO for their
own activities.

mhe representative of UNEP pointed out, however, that there
wore o number of factual errors in the report, besides certain conclusions
which were those of the Consultant and were not acceptable to his agency.

The representative oi IMCO pointed out that the report had
exceeded its original terms of reference in that it dealt with many aspects
ol repional co-operation in marine affairs. IAO shared thig view.

The Secretary I0C drew attention to the fact. that he had to
present a report on the subject to the forthcoming eleventh session
of the IOC Assembly in October/November 1979 and that he had hoped
to place the document before his Member States’in its present form. |

After considerable discussion, it was decided that Chapters
1-4 and the Appendices could be used as the factual basic for a document
to be presented by the Secretary IOC. All references to the ICNT would
be removed and factual errors would be corrected.

A1l agencics were asked toreview chapters 1-4 and the Appendices
and to send in a list of corrections to the Secretary 10C by 30 April 1979.

The Committee decided to keep the matter under review and
to place it on the agenda for the nexl session.
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b) Second Interagency Meeting on the Regional Seas

The representative of UNEP reported that a Second Interagency
Meeting on the Regional Seas - to review UNEP's plans related to the
marine environment and the interest of the agencies in these activities -
would be held at FAO, Rome, 2%-25 July 1979. The conclusions of this '
meeling would be used as input for a thematic joint programming
mecting, at present acheduled to be held in Rome, 22-26 October 1979.
11 was pointied out that the latter dates were unacceptable if marine
science and marine pollution programmes were to be digcussed, as they
clash with the eleventh session of the IOC Assembly.

The representative of UNEP informed the Committee that a
cecond draft of the Plan of Action for the Gulf of Guinea region is
under preparation and would be sent out to all agencies shortly. le
pointed out that UNEP goes to considerable lengths to ensure that all
agencies are informed of his agency's plans and expressed the hope that
reciprocal action would be taken by the agenecins,

c) ASPIS Register of Activilties

Tt was recalled that the ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs
had pioneered an AGFIS register of activities listing planh and programmcs
of work for each agency. When the decision was taken to stop regular
sousions of the ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs, it had been
conlirmed that lhe register would be continued. The Committee concurred
fully that there was a need for all agencies to be kept fully informed
of all plans and ongoing activities.

6. Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO Officers concerned
with TIEMA, Unesco, 16-17 November 1978

The representative of Unesco and the Secretary of IOC outlined
the present status of activitics covered by the report. They further
indicated that the proponed terms of reference for the Working Commitiee
for TEMA had been considered by the lOC kixecutive Council at its eleventh
sennion and an ad hoe group had been formed to consider the matter further.
This would work by correspondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly
(15 Oclober - % November 1979). The Chairman of IOC invited the TEMA
officers of the Agencien to submit further comments or recommendations
on the subject to the Fourth Vice-Chairman.

The representative of FAO noted that the input from his agency
Lo TEMA activities in the CINCWIO region would be through the Indian
Quean Programme. :

Phie Commillee approved the TEMA Ofliccrs' report and further
recommended Lhal the TEMA Of ficers meet ab an early date, following
consultation on a draft agenda with such items as the following: (i)
recommendations concerning the Working Committee for PEMA; (ii) fullow-up
activities concerning the training of marine technicians, and the
introduction of oceanography and the marine environment into secondary
schools! curricula; (iii) preparation of the workshop on curricula in
fisheries science, and (iv) TEMA aspects of ocean engineering and marine
technology.
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The representative of FAO reported that no budgetary provisions
had been made for the IPAO share of the proposed Workshop to develop
curricula in Fishery Science at Universitly and/or post-graduate level
(document IOC-TEMA/ICSPRO-V/%, Appendix T). The representative of Unesco
confirmed that the Unesco share would be forthcoming and urged the
representative of FAO to reconsider the mattor.  The representative of
FAOQ agrecd Lo do oo,

1. Any othcr business

(a) "Third United Nations Confercnce on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

The represcentalive ol the United Nations reported that there was
1ittle new information that he couvld give the Committee since its last
session. The subject of Marine Scientific Rescearch is not under active
consideration at the present time but may be taken up later in the current
seasaion. A revised text of the TCNT is Tikely to become available by the
end of the eighth scusion of the Conference.

(b) United Hations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development (UNCSTD)

. The representative of Uneneo briefed the Committee on the ntate of
propaiatbions For UNCSUD, which iu now scheduled bo be held in Vienna, 20-71
August 1979, ile also briefed the Committiee on the International Collogquium
on Science, Technology and Society (FORUM A) to be held in Vienna, 13-17
August 1979, which is being organized by the U.N. Advisory Committee on

the Applidation of Science and Technology to Development.

The representative of Unesco further pointed out that Unesco
is considering the preparation of an exhibit to be presented at FORUM A
and UNCSTD. "entatively, the exhibit would portray scientific information
and marine sceicnee as examples of Ltherapplication of science and technology
for development, e invited comments of the Committee and expressed
Unesco s wi blingness Lo collaborate with intevested agrneicn, wherce
porsible, within the Timits of finances and content of exhibit. The Committce
considered that time was too short and resources too limited to organigze
such an exhibil of high guality. If the sgencies have any further comments,
they chonld communicnle these Lo the Chief of the Division of Marine
seiences, Uneseo, boelore 6 Apreil 1979, .

(C) Hemot e Soncing

e reprecentabive of the United Nations recalled that at ils
ciphteenth sesnion, the Commitlcee had invited the Remote Sensing Unit
ol Lhee HLHL Conbee Pore Mabural Resonrees Lo advise LU on Lthe feasibility
ol holdims i nerics of roprionad seminars in Remote Jenaing Applications
(ref. document, LCSPRO=XVILL/%, ilem 2). lle presented verbally a short
veport From the head of the Remote Sensing Unit, Dr, K.-II, 3zekielda,
in which he nfferved to provide additional assistance to look into the
Pinancial implications and identify posusible supporting sources, using
in particular banish facilities. The representative of the United Nations
reported that he had als> just received a cable in which support was ‘
offered by the International Training Cenlre, Enschede, Netherlands.
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The Committee decided to consider the matter further at its
next session when hopefully the long-awaited IOC Technical Series publication
would be available.

(d) Mangroves

The representative of UNEP outlined the place of the mangrove
ecosystem in South-east Asia in respect to UNEP's preparation of a
regional seas action plan for the region. He indicated that the ASEAN
countries have particularly urged UNEP to be active in this area.
He described UNEP's co-operation with FAO in a regional project. He
urged all agencies to contribute to the preparation of the action plan,
which should be completed towards the end of 1980. '

The representative of Unesco described the programme of his
agency ccncerning the mangrove ecosystem, emphasizing that it is intended
to be complementary to that of FAO and to provide an input to regional
action plans, such as that of UNEP. He recalled a seminar on the uses
of the mangrove, which had been held in Bangladesh in December 1978,
and drow Whe atlenbion of Lhe Commitice to the SCOR/Unesco Working
Group on Mangrove Econystems (SCOR WGGO) and to the existence of a
drall UNDP regional programme on mangrove rescarch and training. lHe
cupeceially invited IFAQ and UNEP Lo participate and provide support to
participants in the Asian Symposium on the Mangrove Marine Environment
plammed to be organized by Unesco in South-east Asia in the first half
of 1980. The symposium is to be followed by a small workshop to summarize
recommendations for research needed for knowledge and.on management of
the mangrove ecosystem. P

The representative of FAO indicated that FAO dealt with both the
fisheries and forestry aspects of the mangroves. The Secretary IOC
drew attention to WESTPAC recommendations concerning marine pollution
using commercially exploiled shellfish as determinants, and large-scale
physical oceanographic monitoring of the region (within the framework
of IGOSS), as being pertinent to the regional seas plan of action.

(e) Meetings on Coastal Area Problems

The representative of the United Nations announced that a meeting
is being organized on coastal area development and management in South-east
nsia, Lo be held in Manila in November 1979, in co-operation with CCOP
(of BSCAP) and the German foundation for Development. CCOP and the
foundation will each fund one participant for each country of the
region. MHe invited UNEP and interested agencies to help fund the
resource specialists and other costs.

The representative of the United Nations and the Secretary [O0C
further announced that the I0C/UN/Unesco/UNU/UNEP Workshop on Coastal
Area Development and Management in the Caribbean Region would be held
in Mexico, most likely in September 1979.

8. Date and Place of next session

Concerning scheduling of the next meeting of ICSPRO the
Committee recognized that much specialized ICSPRO co-ordination and
co-operation occurs on a continuing basis in programmes such as




ICSPRO-XIX/3, p.12

IDOE, TEMA, IGOSS, FGGE, GIPME, IODE, ASFIS, ODAS, Coastal Area Development,
etc. Thus a major function of ICSPRO is to review and confirm co-operation
in these various programmes amongst the ICSPRO Agencies in a timely fashion.

The representative of the FAO suggested that it might be
preferable to hold the next session of the Committee after the IOC
Assembly when knowledge of the decisions taken thereat could be
considered.

This was agreed in principle but when investigated, it was found
that the period immediately after the Assembly was unsuitable to most agencies.

After discussion, two altermatives were tentatively agreed:
(i) 17-19 December 1979 at IMCO headquarters, London;

(ii) In conjunction with a possible ad hoc meeting of the
ACC Sub-~Committee on Marine Affairs.

9. Adoption of the Summary Report of the segsion

The Summary Report of the session (document ICSPRO—XIX/3 ~
this document) was adopted.

10. Closure of the session

The Committee oxpressed its great appreciation to Mr. D.P.D. Scott,
Secrctary I0C, for his long devoted and effecdive service as Secretary .
of TCSPRO. The smooth functioning and success of TCSPRO is directly
related 1o his fine efforts.

The Chairman closed the session at®12.55 p.m. on Wednesday,
28 March 1979.
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Oprning Statement by Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero,
Director, UN External Relations and Inter—Agency
Affairs, Ceneva

On behalf of the United Nations, I have the pleasure of welcoming
you to the Palais des Nations for the nineteenth session of the Inter-
secretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography.

As you have a rather heavy agenda for your two-day session, I will be
very brief in my remarks.

It seems to me that your present session is a particularly important
one, coming as it does between the eleventh session of the IOC Executive
Council, which was held less than a month ago in Mexico City, and the
forthcoming biennial session of the IOC Assembly to be held next fall in

Paris.

As you are well aware, the Executive Council dealt with, among other
items, the important question of the future role and functions of the I0C.
I know that the ICSPRO Agencies, including, of course, the UN, have been
closely associated with the study of this matter and attach consideraule
importance to strengthening the capabilities of the IOC in the field of
marine science. I would like to reaffirm the continuing support of the
UN for the successful outcome of this exercise. .

The yuestion of regional co-operation is also one that is of particular
concern to the UN, as I believe it is for the other agencies represented here.
In the case of the UN, the General Assembly resolution on the restructuring
of the economic and social sectors of the UN, as well as other resolutions,
have generated considerable impetus toward establishing a proper framework
for improving co-operation between Headquarters and the regional commi ssions
and decentralizing certain activities to the Commissions in various fields,
including marine affairs. This matter has bern discussed at a meeting in
Rabat between the lTxecutive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions and
Headquarters officials including Mr. Jean Ripert, the Under-Secrctary-Ceneral
of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs.

Increasingly, therefore, consideration of the question of regional
co-operation in marine science and more broadly, marine affairs, will need
to take account of the role of the regional commissions as they strengthen

their capabilities in this area.

T understand from Mr.Lévy that the report on Uses of the Sea to be
submitted to BCOSOC in 1980 will deal briefly with this important question of
regional co-operation and that a more dctailed treatment will be provided in
a subsequent report, taking into account the resulis of a recent consultant
study on this subject commissioned by the ICSPRO agencies.
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In closiag, T would like to reiterate United Nations support for
ICSPRO, which has proved an effective co~ordination mechanism in the field
of marine science. It also results that in view of UN Ceneral Assembly
resolution 32/197 concerning the restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the IIN system, and the decision that the ACC Sub-Committee on
Marine Affairs should no longer exist as a permanent body, the work of your
committee will continue to be followed with' great interest by the ACC and
its new subsidiary mechanisms. There is no doubt that the ICSPRO is an
outstanding example of close co-ordination between the agencies in a
specialist tield of mutual interest and that the benefits to be gained
from multi-agency collaboration of this kind are indeed very considerable.

I wish you every success in your deliberations.
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