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JODC 50

Congratulatory Address

At IODE 237 Meeting, Bruges, Belgium 20/March/2015
I0C vice chair and Former IODE co-chair

Ariel Troisi

It is a great honor for me, as one of IODE Co-chairs, to take part
of this celebration of the 50t anniversary of the establishment of
the Japan Oceanographic Data Center.

As you may recall, one of the first resolutions of the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I10C) back in
1961 to foster the full and timely exchange of ocean data was
the establishment of National Oceanographic Data Centers
(NODC:s), giving birth to this community of practice, the

International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange
(IODE) program.

Only five years later Japan Oceanographic Data Center (JODC) was established, becoming
the fifth NODC created under the IODE framework.

By 1972, Japan established a domestic committee for data and information exchange to
ensure proper and efficient networking.

JODC commitment to the task, as well as to the broader community, expanded its activities
and became a Responsible NODC for WESTPAC in 1979, including capacity building and
development activities for the region.

JODC hosted and conducted since then, on a yearly basis, multiple training courses covering
different aspects of data management and sharing its expertise with trainees and participants
from no less than eight IOC Member States from the region.

JODC further expanded, throughout the following years, its activities as RNODC for
MARPOLMON and ADCP.

In the early 90°s they developed an online data service system, significantly increasing the
provision of data and products, streamlining its operations and joining the leading wave on
data and information management for the greater good.

Although GODAR-WESTPAC ended in 2006 JODC continued, and still does, its data rescue
activities. It is worth mentioning that JOC is one of the major contributors to the World Ocean
Database (WOD), maintaining a constant flow of high quality data.
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The basic plan on ocean policy adopted by Japan in 2008 includes amongst its targets the
integration of marine-related information, and JODC plays a key role in the comprehensive
marine data and information infrastructure in Japan.

Now if allow me, on personal note | would like to add that, as Director of the NODC of
Argentina since 1999, despite the apparent distance between my country and Japan | have
always felt really close to JODC. Not only | have regularly received JODC data reports and
productions but confess that there was not one time when | have not received a letter informing
me of a change of JODC Director, nor one Christmas has passed without receiving a postcard
conveying JODCs best wishes and permanent expression of friendship.

Dear Director of JODC and colleagues and friends of the Delegation of Japan, in my name
and on behalf of the IODE community, thank you very much for your work, your dedication
and for this possibility of joining you in the celebrations of your 50t anniversary.
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